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4 2 aution abba Infidelity Addreſſed 
to the riſing Age. | 


OU who are in earlier life, be pleaſed to con- 
ſider yourſelves as peculiarly intereſted in 
ſuch Caution; fince it is probable that the fate of 
Britain will much depend upon your religious or 
'1nfidel complexion. - And, moreover, the attempt 
made to throw the light of evidence, cannot be 
ſuppoſed to do much ſervice to the well-informed 
believer in revelation; and the numerous unbe- 
hevers will admit of no information, ſo thick is 
the veil over their minds, that however repeatedly 
their objections have been fully anſwered, they re- 
tain ſceptical cavils, and fanciful diſtaſtes to. the 
evidence. Even ſo confirmed are their prejudices, 
that they can ſuppoſe prophecy and miracle never 
had any exiſtence. Their moſt admired publica- 
tions are written with an air of ongerduntndie 
aſſurance. 


But the more effectually to intrench themſelves, 
and colour over a fabulous ſyſtem of infidelity, 
they have been conſtrained to deny a providence, 
and the uſefulneſs of prayer; by virtue of which 
artifice, they fancy to have gained an acquiſition 
of liberty to relax ſome bonds of moral obliga- 

tion. Nay, had theſe two articles been admitted 
into their ſyſtem, rank abſurdity would have fared 
them in the face; and would, with great force, 
have retorted upon their denial of a divine reve- 
lation, becauſe of the manifeſt conſiſtency there is 
hrwoek them. For we thus argue; if there be 
conſtant exertions of an active efficacious provi- 


dence, a conſtant acknowledgment of the divine 
| A 2 Cars 
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4 A. Caution againft Infidelity. 
care and goodneſs muſt be reaſonable. And if 


there has been very ſignal and remarkable inter- 
poſals of almighty power, in ſupport of the ho- 
nours of God's moral government, whether in ſuc- 
couring and comforting, or in rettraining and re- 
buking mankind, in paſt ages, it is but reaſonable 
to conclude, ſome authentic hiſtory of the plan 


ſhould furniſh information concerning the doctrinal 
inſtruction , of thoſe divine interpoſals; and eſpe- 


cially if ſome great and intereſting events, to na- 
tions and people, have been foretold by men whom 
God raifed up to exhort, rebuke, and forewarn; 


there can be no manner of doubt, but ſome au- 


thentic record would be made for the divine end 


of ſhewing man his dependence; exciting in him 


admiration, gratitude and praiſe, and encouraging 
an hope and confidence in the tender care, and 
unwearied goodneſs of his ſupreme almighty Lord. 


Allow me farther to inform you, that every mind 
that thinks, will be apprehenſive of a firſt concern 


with God; becauſe he is creator, preſerver, go- 


vernor, and judge of all. He hence will infer, 
an expreſs revelation muſt have been, of what is 
his will and law concerning the behaviour of man- 
kind towards him, towards one another, and to- 
wards themſelves. 


Some record muſt have been made, and ſome- 
where preſerved, for public uſe and benefit, 


throughout the finithing ages of the world—to 


which written record it ſhould ſeem alluſion is 
had, when it is ſaid, he has magnified his word 
above all his name! | | 


Highly reaſonable it is to conclude, that the 
adorable diſplays of Deity, in paſt ages, affording 
moſt important, divine inſtruction, muſt have had 


& | ſome. 


A Caution againſt Infidelity. 5 
ſome” certain conyeyance from one generation to 
JJ. ds | 


But if we admit that of all God's meſſengers, 
the man Chriſt Jeſus was the laſt, even he who 
ſhould reveal, with fulleſt evidence, his truth and 
grace, as a determinate, deciſive canon of the final 
judgment; it will follow, that a public record of 
thoſe teachings would be neceſſary for the guidance 
of mankind, as the great, invariable ſtandard of 
God's moral rule and government. And this ap- 
pPears yet more concluſive, ſince thoſe teachings do 


affirm, that that laſt revealer of truth and grace, 


is ordained the viſible judge of all. 


. Notwithſtanding ſuch plenary evidence, there is 
little probability-of the unbeliever's attending to 
the believer's argument; conſequently there re- 
mains no other encouragement for ſuch a publica- 
tion as this, but that only, of preventing the ſpread 
of a peſtilential infection on the young, the yet 

innocent and undepraved mind. This you will 
ten ſee to be a well-deſigned attempt, every way 
diſintereſted, humane, and friendly; becauſe of the 
unwearied endeavours of the Infidel, to inculcate 
on _unguarded,- unfurniſhed minds, a. contempt of 


the ſacred ſcriptures, 
We readily own to you, there are too many oc- 

caſions given the unbeliever to blaſpheme, or to 
caſt reproach on the Chriſtian profeſſion, from the 
very abſurd and ridiculous tenets of the far greater 
number of profeſſors—opinions, which inſult the 
reaſon of man, and highly diſhonour the divine: 
majeſty of the New Teſtament canon—to expoſe 
which, is one deſign of the following diſcourſes. 
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" Nevertheleſs, in theſe imaginary, theſe cobweb 
ſubterfuges, the Infidel ſhelters; perſuading him- 
ſelf, that he cannot be leſs ſecure of the divine fa- 
vour, than thoſe of fo very deformed a com- 
plexion—he is thus led to pour contempt upon all 
religion, and no wonder; for if that can be ſaid to 
be à religion from God, which countenanceth the 
rankeſt abſurdiry of idea, and the immorality both 
of principle and practice in its profeſſors; it can 
never deſerve the veneration of men, who form an 
eſtimate of its nature and tendency from ſo ſtupid 
and vicious a profeſſion. | 


The groſs ignorance, idolatry, ſuperſtition and 


vice, apparent among nominal Chriſtians, do infi- 


nite miſchief, both in ſpreading and confirming in- 
fidelity. And yet we may not by any means allow, 
that theſe foul ſpots and blemiſhes in the Chriſtian 
profeſſion, are iufficient apologies for that neglect 


and contempt which is thrown upon the Goſpel by 


the unbelever—tor he certainly would not allow 
it to be a juſt and fair concluſion, that becauſe 
there are many inhuman, many favage minds, 
worſe than brutalized, found in the Pagan world, that 


therefore the principles of natural religion are of a 


deformed, diſguſtful ſpirit and complexion! or that 
becauſe great numbers of Jews have forfeited all 
claim to human confidence, that therefore the Mo- 
ſaic ſyſtem of laws is depraving. And yet, no bet- 
ter is the concluſion drawn by the Infidel againſt 
Chriſtianity. ry. 


Conſider again, that that written Code of in- 


ſtruction, which lays the claim to a divine origina- 


tion, ought to be judged of as it lies in the facred 
volume itſelf, and not as miſrepreſented by .the 
temper, ſpirit, and behaviour of many who profeſs 
to receive it as their canon. The reaſon of which 
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4 Caution againſt Infidelity. " 
is ſo very plain and undeniable, that no one of the 
leaſt underſtanding can avoid feeling the weight of 


the argument. But | notwithſtanding} this is the 


truth of the caſe, or a fair expoſwe. of the en- 
chanted ground of. infidelity, many there are ho 
have clear heads and a good underſtanding in civil 
and political affairs, who yet, in the article of re- 
ligion, dv appear egregiouſly abſurd, irrational, 
and ſtupid *. It therefore would have been very 
difficult to account for this contempt thrown upon 
a revelation well ſupported by prophecy and miracle, 


had not a ſolution, been abundantly given, both by 


our Lord and his apoſtle St. Paul. The former 
affirms, © that every one who doeth evil hateth the 


light, and cometh not to it leſt his deeds ſhould 
be reproved +; and that it is a defect in men's 


defire of doing the will of God. His words are 
theſe, “ If any man will do his will, he ſhall know 
« of the doctrine, whether it be of God $.”—The 
other declares, it is becauſe of their worldlineſs.— 
His words are, “ But if the Goſpel be hid, it is 
& hid to them that are loſt, in whom the God of 
e this world hath blinded the minds of them that 
believe not, leſt the light of the 2 Goſpel 
of Chriſt, who is the image of God, ſhould 
$6 ſhine unto them $.” 


All young perſons ſhould be very eating! to ex- 
plore the deluſive ground of infidelity, and make 


themielves well acquainted with the infinite im- 


portance of the ſacred writings; for theſe writings 


do, above. all others, regulate the: heart and life: 


they make a man wiſe, and underſtanding! in what 
the will of the Lord is. Their — is found 
in an uniformly beneficial, efficacious influence on 
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The great Locks made this obſervation. . + Joh. iii. 20, 


$ 2 Cor. iv. 354. 
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the temper and behaviour of man. A faith in 


them derives all its ſaving benefit from that con- 


ſiſtency which it gives to all the faculties, powers, 
and paſſions of the ſoul. Herein youth will avoid 
thoſe idle, abſurd, and miſchievous definitions of 
faith, invented by church-men and myſtics; and 
they will approve the judgment which they them- 


ſelves make of the revelation, when they have 


once brought that canon to the teſt of reaſon, 
truth, and God. | | | 


As an encouragement to the youth's paying a 
religious regard to the Goſpel canon, he will find 
that, in fact, it gives him daily improving and con- 
firming ſelf. ſatisfaction, a firm and fixed confi- 
dence and hope in God, by reaſon of his ſpirit, i. e. 
his word dwelling in him“: a principle that is both 
dignifying and immortalizing. For „ he who 
% keepeth the commandments, [that is, the com- 


| © mandments as they are explained by Jeſus] God 


„ dwelleth in him, and he in God +.” 


Such an attainment, we are aſſured, is not with- 
in the reach of infidelity. It cannot: becauſe the 


man who denies that God did ever make any ex- 


reſs revelation of his will, has no ability of judg- 
ing what are ſome of his perfections; what the 
fatute-laws/of his kingdom; what the terms of 


man's acceptance; what the purpoſes of his grace 


and mercy; becauſe totally ignorant, either of any 
divine command, or of any divine promiſe. Nei- 
ther can he, with any certainty, determine about a 
future ſtate, or world. He is deſtitute of every 
of thoſe great ideas that enrich the mind, and 
which are derived wholly from an intimate ac- 
quaintance with a- written revelation.—And yet, 


= alas 
* Joh. vi. 63. +13 Joh. iii. 24- 


A Caution againſi Infidelity. 9 
alas! ſuch CO the .conceit of the. infidel, that he 
ſwells, and is quite bloated with his Ry 
Pride, and vanity. 


Did but young minds form a juſt conception of 
the unbeliever, they would ſee him to be an object 
of pity and commiſeration; for truly that man's 
condition: muſt. be very deplorable, who, in the 
levity of his ſpirit, refuſes to admit into his own 
breaſt, the moſt cheering, reviving, raviſhing rays 
of divine truth, life, and love. This prayer would 
therefore be proper for us to put up, both for the 
infidel and ourſelves——< From hardneſs of heart, 
4 and cantempt of thy word and . 
«« good Lord deliver us.. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


H E three following diſcourſes were oreniiſed 
1 when I. publiſhed The open addreſs of New- 
Teftament evidence, or three plain monuments, &c. 
Thoſe had reſpect to the external, theſe to the in- 
ternal evidence. In both I have endeavoured to 
ſtate the divine teſtimony, with all the perſpicuity 
which my underſtanding would permit, as it lies in 
the Goſpel- canon; and with the freedom and faith- 
fulneſs of a Chriſtian, who owns no human autho- 
Tity on earth, in the province of religion. 


t In my former publication, through forget- 
fulneſs, I omitted, in the diſcourſe on the Sabbath, 
that argument for the change of the ſeventh to the 
firſt day of the week, taken, from the effuſion of 
the Spirit at Pentecoſt on the firſt day, by Dr. 
Lightfoot, in his obſervations : ſee his works, vol. ii. 
p. 642, 643. Another preſumptive argument 
might alſo have been adduced, from Mahomet's 
changing his ſabbath from that both of the Jew, 
and of the Chriſtian. 


The ſupplemental diſcourſe upon the ſupernatural 
conception, which follows the three internal evi- 
dences, has to do with a fact very much ridiculed 
by the unbeliever, and diſputed, if not denied, by 
ſome who profeſs to be believers in the New Teſta- 
ment, If I have not miſtaken the ſenſe of the 
prophecy, that diſcourſe muſt be allowed to have a 
place properly given it in this publication, 
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DISCOURSE I. 
On the Unity of Goſpel Principles. 


'N an age when vice and infidelity are in the 

height of profeſſion, even in a chriſtian pro- 
teſtant country, a careful ſurvey of the internal 
evidence of the truth and divinity of the Goſpel 
ſyſtem cannot be unſeaſonable. An attempt ſhalt 
therefore be made, in three diſcourſes, on the unity 
of principles, on the original divine purity, and on 
the univerſality of the Goſpel- canon. If then it 


ſhall be made manifeſt, that the New Teſtament 


aſſerts an unity of all divine principles throughout 
its teachings; that there is no admixture of human 


invention in all its ſyſtem; and that the truth and 


race of that new Covenant has an impartial, uni- 
verſal addreſs, there will be found in it all the di- 


ſtinguiſhing, concluſive characteriſtics of a reve- 


lation ou God. 


Now it 1s well known, that the moſt ſhocking 
fuperſtition, and the vileſt impoſture, have been 


generated . by a departure from genuine Goſpel 


teachings. . For it is certain, that Mahomet availed 
himſelf of that greater degree of reſpect which was 

aid to his Koran, on account of his maintaining 
the unity of God, in oppoſition to the trinitarian 
hereſy, which alſo gave popery its foundation; and 
has continued to be the great ſcandal of the chri- 
{tian proteſſion, even yet more extenſively. —This 
PRI 


Fn the firſt diſcourſe we ſhall inveſtigate the 
unity of Goſpel principles, as they are laid down 
7 an apoſtle, See Eph. Iv, 4, J . 1 There: 

&« one 
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« one body and one fpirit, even as ye are called 
4 in one hope of your calling ;—one Lord, one 
« faith, one baptiſm, one God and father of all, 
« who is above all, and e all, and in = 


cc all.“ 


St. Paul, now a priſoner at Rome, in the year 
of Chriſt 61, writes to the church at Epheſus, ex- 
horting the Chriſtians to walk worthy the vocation 
where with they were called, by preſerving a grace- 
ſul conſiſtency in all their behaviour, even an ha- 
bitual exertion of every perſonal and ſocial virtue; 
and the more powerfully tò aſſiſt them in this divine 
labour, he placeth before them, in one conciſe 
view, all the fundamentals of Goſpel-teachings; 
therein he ſhews the unity, the harmony, or com- 
pactneſs of this moſt amiable conſtitution of God's 
moral Government, under the adminiſtration of 


the man Chriſt Ann treating the ſubject, 
I. I ſhall take a diſtinct n of the ſyſtem. 


* @ © « 


u. Aſcertain the weight of evidence. 


1 Shew what amazing perverſions of the 
unity of the Goſpel plan have . among pro- 
feſſing Chriſtians. 


The firſt article runs thus, here is one body. A 
phraſe which figuratively repreſents the Chriſtian 
church; and therefore comprehends all thoſe who 
ſpiritually and morally ſtand related to their head, 
as truly as members of a natural body do to theirs ; 
diz. all who have, or ever ſhall have received aa 
lived upon his teachings, are thus united to Jeſus 
in every age of the church, and do conſtitute and 
complete that one body. The metaphorical term, 


body, thus underſtood, will be ſupported by . s 
paſſages 


r cr Ten re" 


On the Unity of Gofpel- Principles. 13 
paſſages in the writings of this Apoſtle." Such as 
follow, 1 Cor. xii. 12, 13, 14. For as the body 
is one, and has many members, and all the 
« members of that one body being many, are one 
body; ſo alſo Chriſt, i. e. the bodyabf Chriſt, 
« for by one ſpirit we are all baptized into one 
« body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether bond 
<« or free for the body is not one member but 
„ many.“ Again, Ch. x. 17. For we being ma- 
< ny are one bread and one body.” — Compare 
Col. iii. 13. Let the peace of God rule in your 
hearts, to which ye are alſo called in one body.” 


The oneneſs of this ſpiritual body does appear 
likewiſe from every member's deriving all its nou- 
riſnment and vitality from one and the ſame head. 
So Col. ti. 19. From the head all the body, by 
« joints and bands having nouriſhment miniſtred 
and knit together, increaſeth with the increaſe 
„ of God,” And hence it is, that in favour to 
the church, which is Chriſt's body, God has given 
him to be head over all things! Which church is 
thus denominated, © the fulneſs of him who filleth 
„all in jall.” Eph. i. 22, 23. i. e. The church, 
conſidered in this union, partakes of all the ful- 
neſs, both of the truth, and of the grace of God. 


Again, this ſpiritual body, like the natural one, 
does conſiſt of innumerable members, which have 
their diſtinct offices and departments, each poſſeſ- 
ſing an equal claim to divine guidance and refreſh- 
ing influence; and therefore cannot admit of ſupe- 
r:ority and ſubordinacy among themſelves, or of 
an independence one on another: for even here we 
metaphorically affirm, the eye cannot ſay to the 
„ hand, I have no need of thee: neither can the 
foot uſe this language. And as to the ear, it 
« cannot fay it is not of the body, becauſe it is 

| 8 ; cc not 


"4 5 7 
een 0 , 
7 . 8 oP =. 


© — — — — — 
— — — * & * = - — — 
— — — ä — r — 1 
A gas wy — - 4 — S 


rr _ 


— _ a — — — — 
— tf er one Ce —— : 


— ante ——— — — — 8 
ie — Ä ACE . eines ct nt. oo et ps 
* ———— — — — ont tray none 
D . _—_ 


YON” = * 21 * * * 8 


— de" anne me 2 Lag 
— — — 
— 
os 


ee dogs 


er NO IO TOINIES. | II 


* . a * — * 1 

1 bp — 1 , 

* 2 > wed) £ oy Y * * 
— — 1 5 . Ll g (o „ 2 8 
. m ²˙⁰ — — * al. 0 hol, = 9 
n EEE — — VERA —— 7 rac 
—_ es n — — — <> rage — — 
n n * — a 


* IE I $4 A 


8 
— 
2 
* 1 * 


14 On the Unity of. Gotel-Priveiples. 


not the eye. For God hath ſet the members, 
t every one in the body, as it hath pleaſed him,. 

and he has ſo diſpoſed them, that there ſhould be 
< no. ſchiſm or diviſion in the body; but the mem- 
bers ſhould have the ſame care one for another. 
« And whether one member ſuffer, all the mem- 
< bers ſuffer with it; or one member be honoured, 

< all the members rejoice with that member.” 
Such are the divine ſympathies, which are habi- 
tually found in the Chriſtian church, among all its 


genuine members. 


If by the one body, we * underſtand the Chri- 
ſtian church, I would humbly aſk, whether it is 
not diftinguiſhed from all civil church cſtabliſh- 
ments, or eccleſiaſtical hierarchies, that ever did, 
does, or ever ſhall exiſt?— Is not the idea of ſuch 
civil eſtabliſhments incompatible with the nature 
and conſtitution of his ſpiritual body, which has 
in it no inequalities, i. e. no ſuperiorities and fub- 
ordinacies? — None ſhould take offence at theſe 
queſtions, when the New Teſtament repreſentation 
of the church of Chriſt ſeems ſo exprelsly to forbid 
any prelatical or hierarchical powers . The luſt of 
Ppre-eminence was that depraved ſpirit in the apoſtles, 
which their Lord condemned . The common 
rights of Chriſtians are undoubtedly of a like 
worth and importance, to each and to every indi- 
vidual; their claims are all equal, as well as with 
apoſtles; no legiſlative, no executive authority, of 
a ſpiritual nature, can be lodged in any member or 
members of this body; but every one is alike 


amenable to its head and Lord. 
, | Beſides 


— — 
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10 Matth. xx. 25, 26, 27. Xxiii. 4,8 Mar. i ix. 35, < 


Luk. ix. 46, 47. Joh. v. 44. Ch. xviii. 36. 
+ Math. xviif. 4. Xxiii. 11. Mar. ix. 34, 35. Lak. ix. 46. 


xxii. 24. 
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Beſides there being but one body, there is alſo 
but owns $PIRIT,—Now this is no other than what 
guides, directs, animates, and invigorates that 
whole body, viz. the ſpirit of truth and love. 
There is therefore a ſimilitude in the governing 
temper and taſte of all true Chriſtians. © The 
« fame mind is in them which was in Chriſt Jeſus.” 
Phil. ii. 3. God has not given us the ſpirit of a 
ce {laviſh fear; but of 3 and of love, and of 
« a found mind.” 2 Tim. 1. 7. « He who is 

joined to the Lord, is one ſpirit.” 1 Cor. vi. 17. 
4 4 which ſame ſpirit, all true Chriftians have 
« glike freedom of acceſs to God, as a father.“ 
Eph. ii. 18. 


The ſpirit of benevolence which the ſame Goſpel- 
teachings do inſpire, is what guides, governs, and 
direc, | the whole aim of the Chriſtian. Hence, 
if there be any conſolation in Chriſt, if any 
c comfort of love, if any fellowſhip of the ſpirit, 
if any bowels of mercies, they are like-minded, 
„ having the ſame love, of one accord, of one 
% mind.“ And we cannot ſuppoſe it ſhould be 
otherwiſe, when we conſider that all Chriſtians have 
the ſame divine rule, both in doctrine, precept, and 
example, upon which they attemper and form their 
own ſpirits; ſo that © by one ſpirit we are all bap- 
« rized into one body, and have been made to n 
into one ſpirit.” 1 Cor. xii. 1 3 


This will be yet more conſpicuous, as we in- 
veltigate the ratio, or ground of the oneneſs of 
body and ſpirit, viz. this, 66 Even as we are called 
” IN ONE HOPE OF OUR CALLING.” 


1550 we may obſerve, . all foreign, irre- 
concileable principles and motives are wholly ex- 
ING this heavenly diyine ſyſtem. The Goſpel 
4 calling, 
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16 On the Unity of Goſpel-Principles. 


calling, is an high, holy, and heavenly one, as ir 
invites men to virtue and to glory. Thus it is that 
St. Paul has obſerved to the Theſſalonians, & God 


0 has, from the beginning, choſen men to ſalva- 


tion, through ſanctification of the ſpirit, even a be- 


4 lief of the truth. To which he adds“ where- 


'« unto he calleth you by the Goſpel, to the ob- 
e taining of the glory of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” 
2 Theſſ. ii. 13, 14;—In like manner ſays St. 
Peter, the God of all grace, who hath called us 
.« unto his eternal glory by Chriſt Jeſus, after that 
ye have ſuffered a while, make you perfect, 
« ſtabliſh, ſtrengthen, . ſettle you.” 1 Ep. v. 10.— 
In a word, its being an holy calling, is what makes 


it an heavenly one. See Heb. vüi. 1. compared 


with 2 Tim. 1. 9. 


Now as but one and the ſame 3: of hope is 
propoſed to the Chriſtian, ſo there can be but one 


reaſonable ground of exerciſing that hope, which 
mult be the purifying effect which it has upon us.— 


We are taught by St. John thus to reaſon, when 
he ſays, he who hath this hope in him, purifieth 
* himſelf, even as he is pure.” 1 Ep. iii. 3. And 
St. Paul affirms, that the ſalutary grace of God 


which has appeared to all men, teacheth all ro hve 
ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly, who would look 


for the bleſſed hope. Thus it is that the ground 
of hope is ſuch as will never fail, or diſappoint the 
Chriſtian. Heb. vi. 8. Nay, St. Paul deſcribes the 
Deity as the God of hope! Rom. xv. 13. From 
all which it appears, that there is but one hope, or 

one ground of hope in the Chriſtian's calling; and 
that is, a being wholly ſanctified by the truth of 
God. For an Apoſtle gives thanks to the fa- 
« ther, who hath made us meet to be partakers 
of the inheritance of the ſaints in light.” Col. i. 


18. Indeed this is the great end for which the 


Goſpel 
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| Goſpel revelation was given, viz.- to © open blind 

+ eyes, to turn men from darkneſs to light; froth 
+ the power of ſatan unto God, that they might 
« receive the forgiveneſs of ſins; and an inheri- 
i tance among them that are ſanctified.“ Thus 
Chriſtians are called in one hope of their calling; in- 
aſmuch as holineſs is ſhewn to be their eee or 
Wee for happineſs. 5 | 


So much may ſuffice for giving diltinct len 
ideas of the one body, and one ſpirit, from the 
one great exciting and enlivening motive, wen is, 


the hope of our calling. 


We are to proceed to contemplate the goveriing 
head of this eee thus amen! to wit, a ONE 
LoRD. 


This, moſt evidently, i is peculiar to the Chriſtian 
_ diſpenſation, and oppoſed to the Pagan theogony z ; 
for St. Paul obſerves, they had had Lords many.” 

x Cor. viii: 5. The heathen world had many me- 
diators between them and their ſupreme deities. 
Theſe the Greeks were wont to call Demons. And 
the Jews had learnt to aſcribe to demons, all extra- 
ordinary diſtempers and uncommon evils, which is 
very apparent from the Goſpel hiſtory, At the 
fame time; I ſhould humbly be of opinion, that 
the apoſtle may have alſo oppoſed 7he one Lord, 
under the Goſpel, to the miniſtration of Angels 
under the Jewiſh diſpenſation. - For he ſpeaks of 
the word, or law delivered by Angels, Heb. ii. 2. 

Alſo of the law being ordained by Angels, in the 
hand of Moſes the mediator, Gal. iii. 19. St. 
Stephen likewiſe ſays, his nation received the law, 
by the diſpoſition of Angels, Acts vil. 53. 


B | The 


18 | On . he Unity of Gabel. Priel. 


The learned Mr. James Pierce thus writes, 
« The Angels, before our Saviour's time, ſeem 
«© plainly to have had provinces and domi- 
e nions allotted; them, one preſiding over one 
country, and another preſiding over another 
4 country.“ See his note on Col. ii. 13. And, 
in truth, we have hints given us, in the New Teſta- 
ment, of an undue worſhip having been paid to 
angels; Col. ii. 18. Nay, according to Foſephus, 
« the Eſſenes, a ſect among the Jews, made great 
« account of the names of angels, and ſhould 
e ſeem to have addreſſed them as mediators.” It 
is alſo obſerved, from ſome paſſages in Philos 
writings, that he thought c angels were meſſengers 
« who prelent.d men's prayers to God. And like- 
cc wiſe, from Tobit, ch. xi. 14.—Xii. 5. even this 
“ ſhould appear to have been a notion which had 
is Prevailed among the Jews *.” 


® 6 


Is ſhould therefore be A ng" to conclude, 
that the one Lord, under the Goſpel diſpenſation, is 
oppoled both to the many Lords among the ido- 
latrous Pagans, and to the ſuperſtitious and undue 
homage paid to angels by the Jews; and efpecially 
to their having received the law by the miniſtration. 
of angels. Accordingly we hence ſee, with what 
great propriety the apoſtle reports to the Hebrew 
Chriſtians, that when God had brought his firit- 
begotten from the dead, and had advanced him to 
the right hand of power, he ſaid, let all the angels 
of. God worſhip him. This was enough 'to indiſpoſe 
the mind of a converted Jew, from ever once more 
SineQing his homage to angels. 


There is a fine paſſage to my 3 in 1 Gor: 
xii. 3. where St. Paul, having told the Corinthians 
that 


__ See Goadby's * of the New Teſtament, Kc. on 
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that they knew they themſelves were Gentiles, who 
had been carried away to the worſhip f dumb 
idols —he adds, „ wherefore I give yo to under- 
<«. ſtand, that no man ſpeaking by the ſpitit of God, 
4 calleth Jeſus accurſed, or anathema.” 1:1e. none 
of them who were divinely informed, would rank 
Jeſus with demons, or dead men, thoſe dumb idols 
whom they had been wont to worſhip.— And far- 
ther he ſays, “that no man can ſay that Jeſus is 


Lord, but by the ſpirit.“ 3. e. either by the ſpirit 


of prophecy or of miracle, or by that ſpirit of 
holineſs which has ſeparated the idea of the Lord- 
_ of 2 from chat af all other Lords. 8 6 a 

\ There: is yet abvtber (kinds of ae die of 
power, to which the authority of the one Lord is 
oppoſed; and that is, a dominion-exerciſed over the 
faich of men, by ſpiritual wickedneſſes in big places! 


Suach a ſhocking claim of authority, in giving law 
to conſcience, had actually obtained among the 


Jews! which tyranny our great; prophet often cen- 
ſures, and openly condemns. Their teaching 


for doctrines the commandments of men, and ſo 


<«, unjording the commandments of God; —he 
remarks upon as capitally criminal, Matth. xv. 6, 9. 

He openly contradicts their reachings, ſee Math. v. 
21. to the end of that ſermon, and gives the true 


ſpirit and ſenſe of every precept they had per- 


verted. And in ch. xxlii. he very expreſsly for- 
bids that his diſciples ſhould, in their religious cha- 


racter, acknowledge any human authority whatſo- 


ever; foraſmuch as they, have but one Lord and 
Maſter, and all they are brethren. He every where 
aſſerts the ſacred, rights of private judgment, and 
chargeth with enormous wickedneſs Scribes and 
Phariſces; denouncing a wok upon them for aſ- 


ſuming a ſovereignty over minds; the prerogative 
f none but God. No other being can preſcribe 


B 2 to 
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to the faith and worſhip of man. To inculcate 


this truth, was a capital deſign of his miſſion, Joh. 
viii. 36. In fact, both Jews and Gentiles were en- 


ſlaved under the exerciſe of a prieſtly ſpiritual ty- 


ranny, till Jeſus Chriſt came to preach deliverance 
to captives, and to ſet ſuch priſoners free. For 
5 all whom the Son makes free, they are free in- 
6 deed;” And this, aſſuredly, is an eſſential part 
of that ſalvation which we have under the Goſpel, 
viz. being redeemed from a flaviſh ſubjection to an 
aſſuming prieſthood: in which the generality of 
mankind were involved at the time of the Goſpel's 
firſt addreſs-. And yet, alas! how very ſoon did 


Chriſtians forget what are the unalienable, and moſt 


facred and' important rights of the human mind, by 
pretending! a power to preſcribe and impoſe ar- 
ticles and rules of faith and worſhip. And here- 
upon etecting an human mock-tribunal, fitting in 
judgment upon thoſe who religiouſly differed from 
them, as to the fenſe they formed of the divine 
canon; and thus defeating one manifeſt deſign of 


Chriſt's miſſion as a redeemer. Whatever pre- 


tence is therefore made, or by whomſoever, to give 
law to conſcience, by requiring ſubſcription to ar- 
ticles of faith, or conformity to modes of wor- 
fhip, it is notoriouſly ANnTI-CHRISTIAN; becauſe 


it imports an explicit and expreſs denial of the 
truth of this fundamental Goſpel-principle, viz, 


« that the Chriſtian has but one Lord,” Will the 
religion of Jeſus ever appear in its native genuine 
light, ſo long as hierarchies, ſpiritual dictators, and 
| law-givers are found within the Chriſtian pro- 
feſſion? Can civil-church-eſtabliſhments' be made 


to correſpond with the plan of the Goſpel Confti- 
tution ? which conſecrates and acknowledges but 


one Lord; and which divinely afferts the equality 
of Chriſtians—all ye are brethren. Tk 
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Do not let my reader think I am taking too 
much freedom, in being thus diſſatisficd with civil- 
church-eſtabliſhments; for if I do at all underſtand 
the teachings of Jeſus, and of his apoſtles, theſe 
eſtabliſhments have no countenance at all given 
them, but are moſt.expreſsly condemned in thoſe 
divine teachings. And if this be the caſe, they 
muſt, ſo long as they continue, be the reproach 
and ſcandal of the Chriſtian profeſſion. For, as 
one ſays, what are theſe commonly called na- 
< tional churches, or human eſtabliſhments of 
* Chriſtianity, fenced in with creeds and confeſ- 
c ſions, encloſed with canons and conſtitutions of 
« various kinds, authoritatively enjoined to be, 
« ſubſcribed and obſerved; and fortified with the 
„ powers and ſanctions of this world? — What are 
they, but temporary inſtitutions: of human po- 


4 licy, as variable as the civil government of each 
country where they are? — Utterly repugnant ta 


the nature and extent of Chriſt's kingdom *.” 


Such a ſymbolizing with Pagan governments, 
may perfectly ſuit a Fopiſh ſyſtem ; but muſt be 
the inevitable ruin of Proteſtantiſm. — The young 
among us of this day, may poſſibly live to ſee its 
fatal effects taking place in Britain . 


Thus much for that fundamental, viz.—the one 


Lord. | 
The next in order, is, ONE FAITH. 
a We 
— X. _ — — ö | | _ 


Theological Repoſitory, Dec. 1770, p. 456. 

+ See repeated advertiſements of Sacred Muſic in the Pope's 
Chapel, price 10s. 6d. and the Hiſtory of the famous Preacher, 
Friar Gerund de Campazas, 2 vol. price 10s, 6d, Are not 
taeſe ugly fipns of the Times? 
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We may underſtand this, either of one rule of 
faith, or of one principle of faith, exerciſed on 
that one rule. Now, the written Goſpel i is, with- 
out controverſy, that one rule of faith to all 
Chriſtians, in all places and ages.— Nay, Faith is a 
term otten put for the Goſpel. Rom. i. 5.—X. 8. 
vi. 26. Gal. i. 23. Phil. i. 27. 1 Tim. iv. 1. 
2 Ep. iv. 7. Jude, verſe 3. Rev. xiv. 12.— Chri- 
ſtians are likewiſe to judge for themſelves of this 
one rule of faith, and for none but themſelves. 
The reaſon is very plain; becauſe none can ever 
render either the doctrine or the precept PRINCIPLE, 
but the man himſelf. It muſt be the efforts of his 
own: powers, . religiouſly to obſerve the rule, and 
imitate the example. To this purpoſe it will be 
neceſſary, that the Chriſtian underſtands the rule 
to be fully declarative of the divine will, as re- 
vealed by his Lord and Maſter; and that he care- 
fully enters into the true ſpirit of the inſtruction; 
elſe he cannot be ſaid to have the one common 
faith. — On the other hand, if he believes only as 
ſuch or ſuch men ſay they believe; or if he in- 
terprets ſcripture by ſome church: articles, he is 
not a believer in Chriſt, but in ſuch men, or in 
ſuch a church. Hence 5s faith is not of ihe com- 
plexion of this one faith; becauſe it has all its ex- 
iſtence in the wiſdom of men, and not ir: the power 


of God. 


Again, the one faith muſt accord with the rea- 
ſon of man. So the learned Spencer,. God, I am 
&« ſyre,” ſays he, „ has no where required us to a 
faith which cannot ſatisfy the reaſon of a man, 
* which ſearcheth into the grounds and reaſons 
thereof. See his diſcourſe on prodigies, P. 252, 


l fundamental, i is, « ONE r BAPTISM, 


The 


On the Unity of Goſpel-Principles. 23 
The Jews had divers waſhings or baptiſms, and 

were very ceremonious and exact in applying the _ 

water of purification. So had the Pagan Greeks 

various waſhings and purifications ; ſome before they 

ſacrificed to their celeſtial, and others before they 

ſacrificed to their infernal Gods. — The Chriſtian 

has only one baptiſm, which acknowledges the ex- 

altation, or ſovereign authority of the one Lord, 

and initiates into his church and kingdom, —N, B. 

The Romans alſo had an early dedicatory rite 12 as 

well as the Pagan Greeks +. 


N 
' 


The laſt fundamental article in this harmonious 
ſyſtem, is, one God the father of all, who is above 
atl, and through all, and in us all.” 


This is the utmoſt which language could expreſs 
of that ineffable, incomprehenſible ſpirit; the one 
unchangeable, infinite; and eternal ſource of all 

being and bleſſedneſs. He has been known and 
worſhipped, as the one living and true God, under 
all former diſpenſations; even as poſſeſſed of all 
poſſible perfection! And yet, under the Goſpel, 
the manifeſtation made of him, as the God and fa- 
ther of Jeſus Chriſt, has rendered him yet more 
glorious | For, fince he who can have no limitation 
of preſence, power, and influence, is alike the fa- 
ther of every ſincere Chriſtian, they are his ſons 
and daughters. And, moreover, he is not only 
above all, but he 1s through all, and in us all. 


This is very aptly oppoſed to the polytheiſm of 
the Gentile idolatrous world, who had Geds many. 
For St. Paul ſays, „to us Chridtinns there is but 
one God the father, of whom are all things, and 

B 4 .« we. 


TOE 


* See Hooke's Rom. Hiſt, Vol Ul. p- 272. Where he men- 
tions the dedication of Cicero, on the 5th day of his birth. 
See Potter's Greek Antiquities, Vol. II. p. 328, &c, 
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1 Cor. viii. 6.—He there adds, 

t one Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom are. all things, 
e and we by him.“ I the rather mention this, be- 
cauſe of the obvious diſtinction here made between 


* we in him? 


the 'one God and the one Lord; the one, the un- 


originated ſource ; the other, the miniſter by whom 


be preſerves, ſuccours, and governs his church,— 


So much for the unity of Goſpel Principles. 


Secondly. Thus we have gained a moſt compre- 
henfive view of the unity and harmony of the 
Goſpel-Syſtem, in all its fundamentals; and can- 
not fail diſcovering its divine original. No one can 


be at a loſs how to calculate be weight-of evidence. 


For who does not ſee the wiſdom and prudence 
in which God has abounded towards mankind, in 


the uniting idea of all the ſubjects of his Kingdom 


as one body; conſiſting of various members, which 
have · but one head? The benevolent ſpirit, or 
principle of brotherly affection, muſt, and does 
operate in all genuine Chriſtians. And with the 
utmoſt reaſon, becauſe this is their diſcriminating 
characteriſtic mark, viz. their loving one another. 
Joh. xi11. 33. But as benevolence is the end of the 
Goſpel inftitution, x Tim. i. 5. and as benevolence 
is the higheſt reſemblance man can poſſibly have of 
his maker, Math. v. 48. hence, the evidence of 


this ſyſtem being of God, riſes to demonſtration,” 


Again, —The grace of the Goſpel conſtitution, 


| ot the Chriſtian's being raiſed to the hope of eternal 


life, has its baſis on the benevolence of his ſpirit, 
and his being formed by love. Order, harmony, 
agreement of ſpirit and principle, qualify for the 
bliſsful enjoyment of eſſential love! 1 Joh. iv. 8. 


and muſt render the aſſociation of kindred minds, 


i. e. minds of the ſame moral and divine com- 
Plexion, 
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On the Unity of Gſpel- Principles, 25 


plexion for ever felicitating.— Let, inaſmuch as 
the object of hope, ETERNAL LIFE, required, from 

aſtoniſhing greatneſs and glory of its idea, ſome 
= convincing illuſtration ; therefore it was, that 


the miniſtrations and endurances of Jeſus., Chriſt 


were appointed. —And becauſe he has thrown ſo 
much light upon it, we are ſaid to have the divine 


| beſtowment made by him, i. e. inſtrumentally. 


- Again, Since mankind, in eyery age of the world, 
en either had ſome divine medium of worſhip, 
or ſome fanciful mediators, it demonſtrates the 
wiſdom and goodneſs of God, in conſecrating and 
appointing one mediator, with full powers to ſhew 
us.the father; and virtually become, to all his dif 
ciples, the way, the truth, and the life! or, in other 
words, the light of the world! and the life of men! 
He is emphatically the one Lord, as he is the only 
Law-giver ; in the Chriſtian church. 


For this reaſon, Chriſtians have but one rule of 


faith, and that is, the teachings of Je us and his- 
7 Apoſtles, in the New Teſtament writings ; which 


every one is to interpret for himſelf, and apply to 


himſelf. A rule that is not only intelligible, but 


plain, to all who are willing to do the wilt of 
God. Fob. vil. 1 7 This demonſtrates the divi- 
nity of the Goſpel inſtitution, _ | 


And we are alſo to obſerve, there is but one ri- 
tual which initiates into this heavenly Kingdom, 
and that is, baptiſm, or the application of water; 
in acknowledgment of the ſovereign authority of 
the one Lord. 


But a moſt concluſive evidence, that this inſtitu⸗ 
tion mult be of divine original, is, © its aſſerting 
* and maintaining, the unrivalled, the peerleſs 


. e of the ſupreme Being 3 the one God, 
3 : cc. the 
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the father of all, who is above all, and through 


« all, and in us all A doctrine, on which all 
true religion only can have its ſupport. And which 
is found to be conſtantly taught by Jeſus Chriſt 
and his apoſtles, at a time when polytheiſm and 
idolatry covered and darkened all the great Em- 


Pires in the habitable world! and whoſe capital 
Jaws had been moſt ſhockingly corrupted, or per- 


verted, by that very people whom he had ſeparated 

rom che nations. For though the Jews are not 
chargeable with a national acknowledgment of 
more God than one, at the time when the Meſſiah 
was perſonally addreffing them; yet they were 
over- run with immorality, vice, and a groſs ſuper- 
ftition. In this dark and depraved condition of 
the world, the Goſpel revelation was, manifeſtly, 


the wiſdom of God, and the power of God. 


Thus we have aſcertained the weight of beiden 


as it is found to derive from the wnity of Goſpel- 


principles. 


We ſhall proceed to ſhew, ſome of the many 


groſs perverſiens made of this heavenly inſtitution. 
And, 


I. From the above idea of the one body, we 
ſhall be able to detect vulgar errors concerning the 
church of Ghrijſt. For his church is not confined to 
any human encloſure, or national eſtabliſhment ;. 
not to any one diſtinguiſhed denomination, or mode 
of profeſſion. It has no mortal, 1. e. no fallible 
head. But all men throughout the habitable earth, 
who acknowledge Jeſus Chriſt to be the one Lord 
and Law-giver, and are cordially united to him on 
the principles of Goſpel- truth, and in the ſpirit of 
divine love, they are members of his myſtical bod 
and none but ſuch who thus have their 5 | 
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tions in heaven, do properly make a part of his 
church. Theſe, all of them, have one ſpirit, as 
they are called in one hope of their calling; they 
have one faith, one baptiſm, one God' and father 


of all. Every other idea of the church of Chriſt, 


is confuſed, falſe, and erroneous ; narrow, contract- 
ed, and gy Maes. of the Kingdom of heaven. 


But from the view above taken. we are furniſhed 
with a moſt delightful proſpect of the wide extent 
of the Chriſtian church, and its ſpiritual, divine 
complexion. 'Nay, we infer from hence, a preſent 
fellowſhip, and inter-communion of minds, which 
ſhall have an everlaiting happy aſſociation in the 
future world! And this, becauſe of their having 
been alike formed and attempered upon the very 
ſame divine principles: and who, from the infini- 


| tude of moral excellencies, are called, the fulneſs 


of him who filleth all in all. 


II. From the unity and ſimplicity of the Goſpel 
ſyſtem, we are led to deplore the abſurdity and 
impiety of Chriſtian profeſſors, who have been 
employing themſelves to no better purpoſe, than to 
perplex and confound all fundamental principles of 


the Goſpel- inſtruction, to the great depravity of 


one another. I will make a citation from Dr. 
Dan. Whitby, a dignified divine of the Engliſh- 
church-eſtabliſhment—who lays, when treating on 
the unity of the ſpirit, · Hence it demonſtratively 
„ follows, that no. Church-Governors, Jointly or 
e ſeverally, can be appointed by God, to be the 


„living judges, or the. infallible directors of our 
66 faith. For ſince, in matters of faith, we muſt 
* haye a judgment of certainty, we cannot own 


* them as ſuch, till we are certain that they belong 

F* to that church, of which Chriſt is the head, and to 

5 which alone the promiſe of the ſpirit does be- 
Jong: 
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28 On the Unity of Goſpel-Principles. 

“ long; 4. e. till we are certain they are ſincere 
4 and upright Chriſtians. Since, therefore, God 
* has given us, no certain rule to know this by, 
ve may reſt ſatisfied, that he deſigned no fuch 
* magiſterial guides ſhould be found in his 
« church. 


This is faying enough, to cut off all claims to 
dominion over conſcience. But I can go further, 
being aſſured that God has not appointed any Sub- 
governor in his church; nor has given authority to 
any to take upon them the direction of other men's 
faith. If I am right, the very pretenſion to ſuch 
authority, muſt conſequently be a full proof that 
they do not belong to that church of which Chriſt 
is the head; but are ſorcerers, cheats, or impoſtors. 
This ſurely is plain, foraſmuch as all Chriſtians 
have one and the fame rule, for trying the ſpirits, 
whether they are of God. lt is therefore impoſſible, 
that any one or more ſhould be inveſted with the 
power of giving law to conſcience, in the province 
of religion. Conſequently, to make creeds, and 
impoſe them, is an open invaſion of the unaliena- 
ble rights of Chriſtians : for all the real or genuine 
members of Chriſt's body, have an equal relation 
to him, and do derive from him all needful light, 
aid and ſuccour, under the trial. 


III. This deſcription of the fundamental prin- 
cles of the Chriſtian religion, encourages every 
honeſt, ſerious mind, to read and ſtudy the New | 
Teſtament writings for themſelves, as a divine ca- 
non of 'temper, diſpoſition, and life. None ſhould 
ever imagine it can have what is dark or doubtful, 
either in its doctrine, precept, or example. And as 
to the manner or method 1 in which this divine book 

e 
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ſhould be conſulted, we may avail ourſelves of 
ſome advantage, from a rule laid down by the ce- 
lebrated author of THIN SpIRTT or LAws, which 
is,. The laws ſhould be explained by the laws; 
and hiſtory by hiſtory.” So, by a; parity of rea- 
ſoning, the New Teſtament canon ſhould be conſi- 
dered as its own beſt Expoſitor. No commentator 
can throw ſo much light upon the ſacred text, as 
it does upon itſelf, when carefully examined and 
compared. And every Commentator who has de- 
ſerved notice, has e this method to ene 
its divine inſtruction. es i | 


| There: is not a * key to the whole New 
Teſtament teachings, than my text provides. We 
muſt ſo interpret all its doctrines, as to render them 
conſiſtent with this unity. But inſtead of fo read. 
the New Teſtament, men carry along with 
them ſome education. preſudices, or ſome ſyſtema - 
tic-· prepoſſeſſions; and they read the ſacred page 
only to countenance and confirm, not at all to cor- 
er and remove Toe den 


Perhaps there is not any thing more depraving of 
theological ideas, among profeſſors, than the very 
miſchievous diſtinction of ort hodoxy and heterodoxy, 
which has been inculcated upon weak and vulgar 
minds; the ſtandard of which is no other, than 
ſome adopted ſyſtems of opinion, that are wholly 
of human original. Whereas, we may be certain, 
no man is ſound in the faith, who is unſound in his 
morals, —and that no man is unſound in the faith; 
who has a ſoundneſs in his morals. Orthodoxy 
and heterodoxy, do lye in the ſanctifying effect 
which the Goſpel has on the temper and life of the 
ſor ;—and in the want of ſuch influence.— I 
confeſs I know of no other criterion, either of the 
ſoundneſs or unſoundneſs of a Chriſtian” s faith. 
. | Every 
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Every honeſt perſon will therefore be encouraged 


to read and ſtudy his New Teſtament, from an aſ- 
ſurance that he cannot run into any fatal error or 
miſtake, ſo long as he reads and applies it, as a 


rule of life and mannere, and preſerves the unity 


en barnony of all its firſt principles. | | 


TV. F rom this "Wy given of the untty mb; har- 
eee the Goſpel ſyſtem, we can eaſily account 
for the fuperſtition and bigotry, copiouſly found 
among profeſſing Chriſtians. They, not content 


with its plainneſs and ſimplicity, have preſumed to 


introduce pompous rites, and ridiculous ceremo- 
nies; into its worſhip, as ornaments and decorations 
of the mode and figure of the addreſs. Though, 
as we have obſerved, the Goſpel has delivered 
mankind from the bürthenſame ritual of Moſes, 
and from the ſavage rites of the idolatrous Gentile 
nations. The world was in the moſt abject flavery; 
when the Goſpel ſet the priſoner free. An adyan- 
tage has nevertheleſs been taken of the powerful 


influence which ſenſitive objects are found to have 


upon the human mind; and hence the whole pomp 
and parade of ceremony. The eye, allured by 
paintings and ſtatuary, the ear with vocal and in- 
ſtrumental muſic: the paſſions are thus arreſted, 
the ſentiments materialized and depraved; and thus 


a diſability brought on the mind of ever entering 


into the ſpirit of truth in men's devotions. What 
a ſtrange idea muſt mankind have of the Deity, 
who can ſuppoſe that magnificence of building, 
fine muſic, and maſterly paintings, do give an ac- 
ceptableneſs to the homage offered to a pure ſpirit, 
who has ſaid, he will be worſhipped in ſpirit and 
in iruth? for ſuch the fatler 2 to conſbip him. 
Joh. iv. 23. A popiſh writer can ſay, © let us 
not offer up our treaſures to God, unleſs we are 


0 proud of ſhewing that we eſteem what he would 
have 
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Vf We Chriſtian ay _ bag 0 one God ws far 
<« ther of all, who is above all, through all, and 
„ in us all; * then what muſt be ſaid or thought 
of great numbers of profeſſors, who ſeem to have 
manifeſtly. perverted this primary fundamental of 1 
the Goſpel fyſtem? And when, upon this very 
baſis, all true religion ever has, and ever muſt have, 
its ſupport? Aſſuredly, the ſupreme homage paid 
to Jeſus Chriſt, by thoſe who contend for his. being 
God equal with the father, does by no means con- 
ſiſt with this capital idea, of ſbe one God the father 
of al{{— Will any preſume to call in queſtion the 
truth of this firſt principle? Will any of the Athas 
naſians ſay, that the Son is the one God, the fa- 
ther of all, who is above all, through all, and in 
us all? If they are not able to ſay this, their affir- 
mations about, and aſcriptions unto: Jeſus Chriſt; 
or to the Son, as God equal with the father, are un- 
juſtifiable: and they are guilty of notorioufly per- 
ver the very firſt” ſignificant fan prin- : 
ciple of all true religion. n en Y N 


It is ahſolinly: impoſiible 1085 bog one > Lond 
ſhould be'this one God, inaſmuch as the one God 
the father is here ſaid to be ABO 4; and there- 
fore muſt be above him whom he has conſtituted 
the one Lord. Nor is it any where in the New 
Teſtament once intimated, that this Lord is poſe 
ſeſſed of any one eſſential perfection of deity; or 
that any one of thoſe perfections can be commu- 5 
7 nicated to any being whatſoever. I mean, Eternity, 
A omniſcience, omnipreſence, immenſity, and znfnity, 
8 no more than ſupremacy, are communicable attri- 
butes. None but the one God the father, can be 


above, througb, and in all. — Theſe perfections - are 
| | I * aſcribable 


— —— — : — Ae 


32 On rbe Unity of Gofpel-Principles, 
aſcribable to none elſe. Deity can have no equal; 
either in preſence, power, or glory.— He is God; 


and there is no God beſides him. 


But becauſe of theſe his adorable, incommuni- 
cable perfections, a reality, a ſpirit, and an energy 
are thereby given to the Gaſpel-ſyſtem of princi- 
ples, becauſe of their unity and harmony. Indeed, 
the better any one is acquainted witli the teachings 
of Jeſus, the more he will be perſuaded of the de- 
rivation and dependence of the Son, and of his 


ſubordinacy to the Father. It has been the con- 
ſtant labour of the divine addreſs of the Son of 


God, to perſuade men, that what he ſaid, and 
what he did, was by virtue of that authority and 
power he received from the one God, his God and 
father *, for which there was great occaſion; ſince 
he foreſaw how apt mankind would be to miſre- 
preſent him, from the. amplitude, ſublimity, and 


peculiar luſtre of his commiſſion; and alſo from 


the moſt perfect revelation, or that wonderful ma- 
nifeſtation he made of the father. T0 


Vl. The Sceptic and Infidel have their ſtupi- 


dity manifeſtly condemned by this very repreſen- 
tation of the Anity of Goſpel principles; ſince it is 
impoſſible there ſhould be a more concluſive evi- 


dence of the divinity of any ſyſtem. There 


never was unity and integrity found in any hu- 


manly deviſed ſyſtem of religion. Unity never yet 


appeared in any plan laid by the wiſdom of man; 
for what originates therein, muſt neceſſarily have 


imperfection and diſcordancy. Even the bleſſed 


Jeſus diſclaims the idea of having ſpoken of him- 
ſelf. See Joh. vii. 16. xiv. 10, 24. Xii. 49. Even 
the beſt laid ſcheme of civil policy, has ever be- 


9 ———— 1 8 
Conſult St. John's Goſpel, paſin. 


trayed 
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trayed 1ts imperfect original. But in the Goſpel- 
Inſtitution, there is a perfect coincidence of all its 
parts, and an undiſturbed harmony from the unity 


and concord of all its principles. 5 a 


The rejector of this divine ſy ſtem therefore ſtands 
condemned, becauſe he has taken no due pains to 
diſcover the fulneſs or perfection of Goſpel-evidence. 
He has fed his prejudices from the abuſive repre- 
ſentations made of it by profeflors. No fair judg- 
ment of that heavenly divine canon, has been made 
by him: for whatever he may think of himſelf, 
the New Teſtament writings do moſt clearly dif- 
Play the truth and grace of God, though he may 
fancy to deſpiſe or neglect that revelation. It is 
à fair conſequence, that that man runs no ſmall 
riſque, who rejects this counſel of God againſt him- 


ſelf :. e. who deſpiſeth the riches of ſuch good- 


* 


neſs, which has nothing leſs than eternal life in its 
Wenden i—how ogg a one eve over his een r 2 
See we to it, ther nene of us receive the race” 
of God in vain, but that we hold the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of truth, peace and love, and 
ſo grace ſhall be multiplied upon us. But 
otherwiſe, that interrogation of an Apoſtle will have 
its awful, tremendous alpect upon us, ““ how ſhall 
< we eſcape if we neglect ſo great ſalyarion'! which 
d at the firſt began to be ſpoken by the Lord, and 
<« was afterwards confirmed by dend that heard: 
<« God alſo bearing them witneſs, both with ſigns, 
« wonders, divers miracles,” and gifts pt the Holy 
15 einn accor ng t to his own will D 2101 10 rt: 
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IAVING, in the preceding diſcourſe, conſidered 
the unity of Goſpel-Principles ; it will be 
both natural and eaſy in this, to make it very 
evident that the wiſdom of man, his cunning and 
contrivance, had no hand at all in framing any 
part of that ſyſtem: which done, we ſhall diſcover 
it to be of a purely divine original, and perfectly 
complete in its inſtruction.— Let St. Paul again 
us in this inveſtigation; ſee 1 Cor. ii. 4, 5+ 
« And my ſpeech and my preaching was not with 
ec the enticing words of man's wiſdom; but in 
<« demonſtration of the ſpirit and of power: that 
« your faith ſhould not ſtand in the wiſdom of 
Den eee 5 925 


Notwithſtanding this; juſt, as it was in he 
apoſtolic age, ſo it continues to be to this day; 
mankind are ever. extremely fond of the rhetorical, 
muſical, paſſionate addreſs. The flowers of oratory 
are ſenſitively grateful; and the well turned periods 
ate mechanically ſtriking.—Ima ge and figure have 
more engaged the attention, — logical reaſoning 
and good fenſe are wont to do. Our crouded operas 
and oratorios, are, at this day, in full proof of the 
truth of this obſer vation. The melody of ſounds, 
which delight the ear, do raviſh, — feed the 
aſſion. And however ſerious or ſolemn the ſub- 
ject, even that wherein the moſt important buſineſs 
of man is everlaſtingly concerned, in the religious 


addreſs, yet abſurdity and Ys rather than 
1 the 


Lt” 
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the real dignity and majeſty of truth, fire the 
admiration, mu furniſh the fervors of devotion. 
No matter how little light is thrown into the 
intelleck; for if the paſſions be but vigorouſly 
excited and the imagination es employed, the 

xeaker ſoon' becomes popular. Hence it was that 
St. Paul found the Greek eloquence ſo much 
admired in his day; and that it was with them, 


the excellency of ſpeech, and the enti icing words of 
man's wiſdom. 


80 a learned writer of the laſt age, has expoſed 
* the ignorant imaginations of thoſe men, which 

« (Ike the heathens of old) look upon heat and 
« noiſe, words full of charms thrown out without 
« method or meaſure upon the ſuddain, and very 
« yehetnenr affections, the ſymptomes of a perſon 
« fillF of God, and managed by ſome power tran- 
« ſcendent to natural. Whereas all theſe things, 
1 e like meteors, they carry an heavenly 
6 earance in the eie of ignorance, we have 
6 1252 of a more common and baſe extraction. 
« Nor is the mighty power they may have over 
« the ſpirits of others, any argument to the 
« conitrary; all fluent language, feathered with 
« ſoft and delicate phrales, "and pointed with 
« patherical accents, being naturally fitted (as the 
* STAGE will aſſure us) to make deep N 
« upon the heart. Plutarch ſpeaking of the rare 
« art which thoſe maſters of language, the Grae- 
« ciati Sophiſts diſcovered in compoſing and deli- 
« yering of their orations, tells us, that they 
« raiſed up a kind of Batchical Enthuſiaſm, and 
« tranſported their bearers with ſome honey words, 
« ſoft and effeminate phraſes and accents, and a kind 
«© of finging tones. And no doubt thoſe hearers of 
„whom he there ſpeaks,” which uſed to applaud 
© their orators at the end of their declamations 
C 2 « with 
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i ec with a Jews, Jeepopnrws, de,, rpg ITS 
Wl! * divinely, heavenly, inimitably. ſpoken ; found 
0 « themſelves as much ſtirred and moved as many 
"I & a man at a ſermon, who yet thinks it is. not the 3 
Wil c art of the preacher, but the Spirit of God that 
Fil « warms and excites him.*”—< Whereas, this 
1 « ſame writer ſays, all theſe phenomena. may be 
1 « ſolved by mere mechanical principles, all gene- 
1 < rally being but the iſſue of a natural pregnancy 
1 « and fervor of temper, exerting itſelf in fluent 
wil « words tinctured with religion and ſcripture E 
| It is a mop of extreme depravity i in a people, = | 
0 when nothing will engage their attention to divine 4 ; 
1 things, but the Theatrical addreſs of the public 1 a 
Ml teacher; when men will not endure ſound doctrine, 3 
. but after their luſts heap up to themſelves teachers  _ «< 
Fol! having itching ears. 2 Tim, iv. 3. 1 0 
lt This rhetorical mech addrefs, St. Paul 4 5 
| [| heartily deſpifed, and would by no means admit it 4 
Wl! could have any propriety, in declaring the wiſdom 4 4 
hi of God 'to mankind ; even that wiſdom. which 9 T 
1 had been till then a myſtery, the hidden wiſdom Þ 5 
Ell! which, had reſpe& to idolatrous, vicious Gentiles Z 4 
| being called, by the Goſpel, unto virtue and unto 4 p- 
f glory|—The more. fully to convince the Corin- = < 
li thians of the ſovereign contempt he had of this 5 
I | their worldly wiſdom, he was determined to know | io 
1 nothing among them, as an Apoſtle, public- teacher, : 7 
1 | or orator, but only the doctrine of a crucified MK r 
_ Jeſus—and accordingly, he was. with them, in Ez 4 
| weakneſs, and in fear, and 1 in much trembling, 6. | ſpi 
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as I underſtand him, the ſubje& of his preachin 
had an aptitude in it to put his auditors into fuck 
a deeply humiliating ſtate of mind; for as much 
as it opened to them their deplorable ignorance, 
idolatry, and vice | It ſet before them their very 
weak, deformed, guilty characters; and expoſed 
tremendouſly their perilous condition: and poſſibly 
might have ſome reference to the very great 
concern he himſelf had about the ſouls of men, 
and their ſalvation, © © 3 | 


We find, to our purpoſe, that God, by his 

rophet Ezekiel, in ancient times, complained 
much of a like depraved taſte in the Jewiſh people, 
* they come to thee, ſays the oracle, according 
* to cuſtom, and as my people they ſit before 
<« thee, and they hear thy words: but they will 
not do them: for with their mouth they ſhew 
much love, but their heart goes after their 
* covetouſneſs. For lo, thou art unto them as a 
“very lovely ſong of one that has a pleaſant 
6% voice, and can play well on an inſtrument, for 
they hear thy words, but they do them not,” — 
It ſhould ſeem by this, that Ezekiel had the 
natural powers of a fine orator, his voice melodious, 
and his addreſs extremely engaging ; he was a very 
popular preacher. Not ſo St. Paul; he had not 
theſe natural talents ; and he was far from borrowing 
any of the artful ſtrokes of oratory. He delivered 
no truths, but juſt. as he had them by divine 
inſpiration. A plainneſs of ſpeech run through his 
addreſs, wholly unornamented by the Bouribes of 
elocution; hence it was in demonſtration of the 
ſpirit and of power. His aim he wholly levelled at 
the moral ſtate of the mind; and his addreſs had 
immediately to do with firſt- principles of truth 
and life 1 


C9 This 


38 On the divine Purity of the Goſpel-Canar, 
© This ſhall ſerve as a ſhort commentary, on the 
e of my text. And I will now proceed 
to conſider more diſtinctly the divine end of St. 
Paul's apoſtolic labors, viz. fays he, . 


&« That your faith ſhould not ſtand in the wiſ- 
et dom of men, but in the power of God.” 

Here, we muſt firſt attempt the doctrinal 
inſtruction, and then make ſome uſeful obſer- 
vations.— 


A more general view of the doctrinal inſtruc- 


tion, might be given in the words of an Engliſh 


high-church prelate the Goſpel of Chriſt, /zys 
« he, at its earlieſt appearance Pad all the proba- 
te bilities in the world acainsT its ſucceſs : for it 
* was poſſeſſed ſcarce of any one of thoſe advan- 


* 


e tages which do moſt ſignally recommend a new 


« doctrine, and make it thrive. It had no com- 
« plying tenets, to ſooth mens appetites and 
« paſſions; but was all harſh and auftere.—It had 
“ no encouragement from the civil power; it had 
no force nor cunning to uphold it; no men 

“ of eſteem and eminence to engage on its ſide.— 
« The age of diſcovery, was more diſcerning and 
<« enlightned, more curious and inquiſitive than 
te any that either preceded or followed that age: 
« and therefore the ſucceſs of this doctrine could 
* not be owing to mens ignorance, or to their 
e ſupineneſs. Finally, the publiſhers delivered it 
„not out by parcels, as is the way of cunning 
and deligning men; but they offered the whole 


7 -— es 
< of it to be examined and compared.*”— — 
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This gives pretty juſtly, I apprehend, a general 
view of the doctrinal inſtruction ;. and yet, a more 
diſtin& inveſtigation may be very proper. It will, 
I apprehend, convey to our minds the following 
truths. 


Firſt, the apoſtolical canon is not, cannot be 
of human original; | becauſe it comprehends and 
enforces each and every of the  firft principles of 
natural religion, ſeparate from all the corruptions 
of polytheiſm, idolatry, ſuperſtition and vice; 
by which, the religion of nature had been ſadly 
perverted among pagans. And it alſo delivers 
the religion of the Chriſtian from the local, 
ceremonial, ſeparating Moſaic ritual; and from 
the traditions of the elders, which had diſguiſed the 
moral. — All of which might be expected; ſince 
theſe apoſtolic teachings do contain the moſt 


compleat and perfect view that was ever given of 


immutable, eternal truth; its obligation and 
motive are drawn from the known character of 
God, and from the moſt adorable ideas of his 
providence and government. In the whole of 
which teachings, there is nothing inconſiſtent, 
nothing dark or myſterious, nothing little, mean, 
or trifling. Upon the whole, the Goſpel - Inſti- 
tution has all the evidence that can now be given 
of the wiſdom, power, and goodneſs of God. 


Nor is there one ſingle conceivable idea of the 


divine majeſty that is adorable, which is not to 
be found in that written- canon. | 


Another truth which my text would ſuggeſt, 
is, there are no marks of the artful, fanciful, and 
conjectural ; no tokens of man's inventive faculty 
in any New Teſtament doctrines, maxims, motives, 
or injunctions. On the contrary, its doctrines are 


all conſiſtent, rational, moral, heavenly, and 
C 4 divine, 
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divine, —its rules and laws are all calculated to 
regulate and refine the tempers, taſtes and ſpirits 
of men: to produce in them an habitual rectitude 
to render them ſuperior to the infectious, ma- 
lignant influence of temptation. So all its maxims 
are wiſe, juſt, and benevolent: they inſpire with 
an univerlal good will to mankind, and they 
admit of no partialities nor reſerves in the 
Chriſtian's morals.—Net a ſingle motive is there 
in the whole, taken from this world, that would 
gratify either avarice, ambition, or ſenſuality. 
But every of the excitements to the deſire, de- 
light, or joy of man, are from objects which are 
ſpiritual, heavenly and divine : Objects which 
have no imperfection, and can neither delude, 
deprave, nor diſappoint the mind. 


A sin, all Goſpel- Injunctions are ealvnjares to 
give more active life and renewed vigor to the 
practical ſcheme of labor and purſuit. Its Sym- 
bolical-Inſtitutions are alſo very ſimple and ex- 
preſſive; and what - manifeſtly do ſubſerve the 
order, beauty, and benefit of the Chriſtian pro- 
feſſion. 80 it is with the Chriſtian Sabbath, 
which is a conſtant memorial of the fact of Chriſt's 
reſurrection; juſt as baptiſm is of his exaltation; 
and as the Lord's-Supper is of his ſufferings 
and death. The firſt preſents to our minds, the 
finiſhed divine evidence given to his character and 
miſſion ; the ſecond reports his authority as the 
one Lord and Law-giver, to whom we are ta 
pay a conſtant ſubjection and obedience ;— the 
third repreſents to us the malignity of worldlineſs; 
and ſhews the neceſſity there is of our being 
crucified to the world with all its affections and 
luſts. The firſt provides us with the ſeaſon for 
ſocial worſhip :- the ſecond gives us an admiſſion 
into 7 church and Os and the third is 
An 
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an act of fellowſhip - with the whole body of 
Chriſtians, wherein we renew our engagements to 
love our head, and all his members *. 


| Another muh of ted by this 2 aul 
ration, is, the full aſſurance it gives of the Goſ⸗ 

pel's being a purely divine canon, from its imme- 
diately addreſſing every individual as equally and 
intimately concerned in its teachings, both as a 
rule of life, and as the ſtandard of the final judg- 
ment. If therefore any argument could have been 
produced in confutation of the divinity of this 
canon, it muſt have been notorious within the 
courſe. of 1700 years. But in as much as it has 
ſtood the teſt of ſo many ages; and no other 
ſyſtem of inſtruction could ever be ſhewn to 
come in competition with it, we may be perfectly 
well ſatisfied that the authenticity and authority 
of the New Teſtament is unqueſtionably and con- 

ann divine. Wars 


Nay, beſides the Goſpel- Addreſs being equiliy 
intereſting to every individual of mankind, to 
whom it is made; the nature and tendency of its 
inſtruction, is ſuch as makes an open and direct 
appeal to the judgment and conſcience of every 
man; and refers that claim which it has of a 
divine original, to the molt ſatisfactory teſt of his 
own, experience. — In fact, theſe ſacred writings 
require no interpreter ; but the man's own honeſt, 
ynprejudiced attention and diligent application. 
And they give him proof that as he is willing 
and deſirous to do the will of God, ſo he becomes 
capable of knowing the doctrine ; and: of diſtin- 
Suiſning very clearly, that it Is F of God. —Now 
this 


| SUS 


* FT. IE a — 


* See the argument at large, in e open adureh of New 
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this is what no other inſtitution could ever boaſt, 


the glory being reſerved for that of the Goſpel ; 
concerning which Feremiah thus propheſieth, — 


e and they ſhall no more teach every man his 
“ neighbour and every man his brother, ſaying, 
ce . the Lord: for they ſhall all know me, 
“ from the leaſt of them unto the greateſt of 


them, ſaith the Lord.“ Jer. xxxi. 34. Which 


is ſo applied by an apoſtle in Heb. viii. 11. 
Whereas, the unenlightened Gentiles were under 
the abſolute guidance of proud prieſts and very 


artful and conceited philoſaphers. Nay, even the 


Jews depended wholly on their prieſts to offer 
ſacrifices for them, and explain not only their 
ritual, but their very code of laws delivered at 
Sinai: and they depended likewiſe on their prophets 
to inform them, what were the teachings of the 
ORACLE that ſo frequently ſpake by them. While 
the New Teſtament code, is as well underſtood 
by the unlearned, as'it can be by the moſt learned 
of mankind, 


Eternal thanks be to God, theſe ſcriptures are 


yet found, by all who do cordially receive their 


inſtructions, to be the ſavour 4 life unto life. 
Men are transformed by them 

rant, immoral and vicious; into judicious, moral, 
and virtuous characters. They are experimentally 
known by thouſands and ten thouſands to be both 
the wiſdom of God, and the power of God. 
This is truly the caſe with every ſincere, every 
genuine Chriſtian, 


A yet farther important truth, ſhould ſeem to 
be ſuggeſted by the apoſtolical declaration before 
us, diz. that the original written records which 
were at firſt delivered to the churches, have been 


faithfully tranſlated into other languages, and 
tranſ- 
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tranſmitted down to us, unaltered in all their 
important intereſting inſtruction. For notwithſtand- 
ing a ſpurious paſſage has been introduced in St. 
Fohn's firſt epiſtle concerning the witneſſes, yet 
the interpolation has been diſcovered from many 


of the beſt and moſt ancient Greek copies *. And 


we might expect the purity and integrity of the 
canon would be preferved, fince the autographs 
of apoſtles would be immediately or very ſoon 
tranſcribed, and then tranſlated 1nto different lan- 
guages. Nay, the firſt publiſhers of the Goſpel 
were qualified, by the ſupernatural gift of tongues, 
to deliver the Goſpel-meſſage in the different 
languages and dialects of the different people and 
nations. wherever they came. And as the original 
ſcriptures were held in the higheſt eſteem by all 
Chriſtians, ſo it was that in all controverſies which 
aroſe among them, a conftant appeal was made 
to theſe writings. And becauſe in every age of 
the church, Chriſtians have had different inter- 
pretations of ſome mere figurative paſſages in this 
ſacred code, hence the eye of jealouſy would be 
kept open, and perpetually fixed on the written 
record; which muſt have prevented any material 
alteration being made in that decifive divine 
ſtandard. And when we add, that an Anathema 
was molt ſolemnly, denounced: + on any who ſhould 
. attempt 


33 
— * — 


It is not in the moſt ancient copies of the Greek, Syriac, 
Arabic, Ethiopic, or Armenian Bibles, nor in the moſt 
antient Latin Bibles. Brief Hit. of Unitarians, p. 43. 
Not found in any one ancient copy in Chriſtendom nor 
in any one ancient verſion or tranſlation nor in any 
one ancient commentary; nor in any one citation till about 
** the 15th Century.“ See the Scripture Account of the attri- 
butes and worſhip of God : and of the character and offices of 
Jeſus Chriſt, printed 1750. ns Fes 


+ See Gal. i. 8, 9. Apoc. xxii. 18, 19. 
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attempt a change of the facred text; I ſhould con- 
clude, we may be infallibly certain of its purity 


and integrity.— 


Even from Eccleſiaſtical teſtimony, ſo early 
as the beginning of the 3d century, this ſhould 
appear, ſince Tertullian ſays, we lay down this 
6 as a certain fundamental truth, that the 
Evangelic ſcriptures (or inſtruments) have for 
<« their authors the apoſtles, or apoſtolical- men, to 


whom the work of publiſhing the Goſpel was 


« committed by our Lord himſelt.”—And again, 
ce jf it be certain that is moſt genuine which is 
&< moſt ancient, and that moſt ancient which is 
« from the beginning, and that from the begin- 
e ning which is from the apoſtles; in like manner 


e jt will be alſo certain THaT has been delivered 


« from the apoſtles which is held ſacred in the 
« churches of the apoſtles. Let us then ſee what 
« milk the Corinthians received from St. Paul; 
« to what rule the Galatians were reduced; what 
« the Philippians read; what the Theſſalonians ; 
« what the Epheſians; and likewiſe what the 
« Romans recite, who are near us: with whom 
« both Peter and Paul left the Goſpel ſealed with 
« their blood.” —And this reaſon he aſſigns for 
the propriety of ſuch authentic inſtruments being 
preſerved ſacred in the churches, viz. ( foral- 
«© much as the preaching of the diſciples might 
& have been ſuſpected as liable to the charge 
« of a defire of glory, if not ſupported by the 
« authority of the maſters, yea of Chriſt who 
« made the apoſtles maſters.” Once more, Tertullian 
ſays, © well, if you be willing to exerciſe your 
« curioſity profitably in the buſineſs of your 
&« ſalvation, viſit the apoſtolical churches, in 
« which the very chairs of the apoſtles yet preſide, 
| | * 10 
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& in which their very authentic letters * are recited, 


cc ſounding forth the voice, and repreſenting the 
e countenance. of each one of them — as at 
« Corinth, Philippi, Epinſus and Rome. 4 


Admit the credibility of this reflimotyy! Here 
was no poſſibility of men's being deceived, as to 
the purity and integrity of the. ſacred canon, 
at the beginning of the 3d century: and if ſo, 
there does not appear, to me, any probability that 
it could be changed in any after- age of the church. 


If any one ſhould doubt of this, I would. aſk 


him, whether he can conceive of a poſſibility 
there is of making a change of the Goſpel record 
in the preſent age, notwithſtanding | the ure 
Hooking pre 4 Chriſtians: th 5 8 


"Thus, 1. truſt, it muſt appear, wich ſatisfactory 
ee that the faith of the Chriſtian has no 
exiſtence in the artifice, cunning, wiſdom, or 
authority of men; but only in the wiſdom and 
power of God. In truth, as St. Paul would hint 
to us, we need look no farther than into the 
doctrine of a crucified Jeſus, in order to convince 
us, that the Goſpel ſcheme could never be the 
reſult of human invention, device, or contrivance. 
—One might add, not any thing can be more 
evident, than that all former divine revelations 
and diſpenſations were preparatory to this ſt, 
under the Meſſiah's kingdom. Sic kit re e 


Thus the doctrinal n 125 bann at- 
tempted : and ſome uſeful obſervations: may now. 


be mon ane chat 8 dirine inſtraftiom 
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"0 By authentic letters, he meaneth the originals them 
ſelves. See Dr. Larduer's Ctedib. vol. ii. p. 559. 


+ Ibid, p. 577, 578. 
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I. If I "underſtand the apoſtle's reaſoning 


throughout this context, New Teſtament teachings 
could -reeeive no advantage in their addreſs to 
mankind, from any ſtudied rules of oratory. 
There is ſuch a divine ſimplicity, plainneſs, and 
irreſiſtible weight in their principles, motives, and 
reaſoning,” that the more men would affect to put 

on them the ornaments ef 4 flowery rhetorical 
addreſs, or the paintings of à fine imagination, 
the leſs will their native beawties be conſpicuous: 
or the more they are covered with the artiſt's 


colourings, the leſs will the pure original rays of 


divine truth and grace diſplay the idem and 


power of God. Hence the very beſt judges of 
their vaſt importance have ever 1 chat a 


tranſlation of the ſacred text into any language 
ſhould be as literal as the eſtabliſhed. 1 — of 
that language will permit. And we have ever un- 
happily found tlie iberul to be no better than a 


keentious tranſſation. Men ſadly forget them- 


ſelves, when they fancy a deviſed imagery of their 
own can add a beauty and energy to the nd text, 
in 3 divine e nt 


It has been before obſerved; thar it is probable 
St. Paul had not a very muſical voice, nor the 
ſtriking abilities of the fine orator. But if he 


kad acquired them at the feet of Gamaliel, under 


whom he purſued his ſtudies, he would make no 


uſe of them in his apoſtolic labours. The truth | 


and grace of God ſtood in no need of ſuch helps, 
im order to impreſs teachable minds. And hence 
it is he ſays, brethren, When T came to you, 
« ] came not with excellence of ſpeech; or of 
&' widom, declaring to you the teſtimony of 
« God.”—In one word, divine teachings borrow 
no additional energy from the beſt. ſpeaker in the 
world. Muſical tones and vibrations are too mo- 

mentary, 
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mentary, mechanical, and paſſionate ; they rather 
entertain, than inſtruct; they rather amuſe, than 
impreſs. Had rhetorical addreſs been needful, 

St; Paul's want of the powers of elocution men 
have unfitted him for the e | 


IIdiy, Human authority is not, never was, 
nor never may be a foundation, on which religion 
can ſupport. So that the civil power can have no- 
thing to do authoritatively in religion. —At the 
ſame time, it muſt be owned, there are ſeyeral 
apoſtolic injunctions on Chriſtian people, to reve- 
rence their inſpired inſtructors. Such as, 1 Tim. 
v. 17. et the elders that Rur well, be 
« counted worthy of double honour,” And Heb. 
xiii. 7. © Remember them who have the rule over. 
% you: who have ſpoken to you the word of God; 
<« whole faith follow.” Again, ver. 17. Obey 
« them that have the rule over you, and ſubmit 
« yourſelves ; for they watch for your ſouls as 
<« thoſe who muſt give an account.” But then 
nothing is more plain, than that this reverence, 
this obedience, this ſubmiſſion, was wholly owing 
to the authority of that divine meſſage which they 
delivered, and not to any perſonal claims of theſe 
teachers. It is therefore evident, that the demand 
of reverence. could only be made by virtue of that 
meſſage. Juſt ſo the people were required to receive 
the firſt Goſpel meſſengers, as God's ambaſſadors. 
See 2 Cor. v. 20, Math. x. 14. And whoever. 
did not, they were to ſhake the duſt off their 
« feet, as a teſtimony againſt them.” But in 
no other light were apoſtles objects of ſuch reve- 
rence. For this apoſtle ſays, „not that we have 
dominion over your faith. And we preach not 
<« ourſelves, but Chriſt Jeſus the Lord; and 
_ « qurſelves your ſervants. for Jeſus ſake.” 2 Cor. 

1. 24.—iv. e They” are not Aung 


cei ve 


by any prieſt or prelate whatſoever. 


receive honour one of another, and not the honour 
re comes . God wy Joh. v. 4. 
hen once this truth and grace of God, as 
revealed by Jeſus Chriſt and his apoſtles, had 
been committed to writing, and the churches 
were poſſeſſed of thoſe writings; when the apoſtles 
had thus finiſhed their labors,” no authority could 
then remain any where elſe in the Chriſtian- church, 
but in thoſe writings. - And every individual 


Chriſtian became equally concerned with and in- 


tereſted in them. Had theſe writings been every 
where religiouſly attended to, and at all times, 


none would ever have dreamed of church- gover- 


nors, and church- government, exerciſed by fanei- 
ful fallible deputies, or frail vicars of the one Lord. 
But men who preſide in Chriſtian-churches, and 


lead the public worſhip upon the Goſpel plan, 
can have no authority, nor any thing like juriſ- 


diction.— This has been the caſe even with all 
thoſe called Bisnops, both in Denmark and Swe- 


den; and for augbt 1 AY _ yy be the 


caſe _ hel,” to this Cafes 


It is an ondbuttes truth, RO e l pans | 
of 'the'Chriſtian world are themſelves altogether 


as much amenable-to the divine authority of the 
New Teſtament writings, as the moſt iHiterate 


Chriſtian can poſſibly be, and theſe very ſcriptures 
are * equally an obligatory rule to them, as they 
can be to any others. Nay, I will add; theſe 
very {criptures, when read juſtly by a mechanic, 
have as much authority, as when _y are read 
It cannot 
be otherwiſe, fince they borrow no authority at 
all from man! and all true Chriſtians are a royal 
prieſthood ! x Pet. ii. 9. And therefore are 
mY qualified to offer up Goſpel facrifices. 

Heb. 


\ 1 IA 2 
oy . 
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Heb. xiii. 153.— This then is a juſt obſervation, 
wiz. that human authority can no where operate 
in the Chriſtian church.“ | 15 an 39 


IIIdiy, Since that power of. God, in which the 

faith of the Chriſtian has all its exiſtence, does 
certainly import his truth and grace, we may 
clearly underſtand all thoſe paſſages in the New 
Teſtament, which aſcribe the ſanctification and 
ſalvation of men to the power of God. Even 
the Goſpel itſelf,” is, for this reaſon; ſaid to be 
e the power of God to ſalvation, to all that 
% believe.” Rom. i. 16. And the preaching of ' 
ce the croſs, is, to all who are ſaved, the power of 
4 God.” 1 Cor. i. 18. And ſo Cbriſt, or his 
Goſpel, is ſaid to be both the power of God, and 
the wiſdom of God; v. 14..-To the ſame purpoſe 
St. Peter ſpeaks of Chriſtians, as- kept by the 
« power of God,” 1. e. by the power of his truth 
and grace, through faith unto ſalvation. 1 epiſtle 
1. 9. 3 | | | 71 


' The! power of God, whenever applied to the 
ſalvation of men, does therefore manifeſtly intend, 
that efficacious influence which the divine teachings 
of his written word, have had upon the human 
mind, 1a its renovation and ſanctification. Which 
exactly agrees with other reports made of the great 
defigr of the Goſpel. Such as that of 2 Theſſ. 
ü rg. Ve are choſen from the beginning, 
* (i e. of the Goſpel age) through ſanctification 
of the Spirit, even a belief of the truth, as 
it is in Jeſus.” And again, Eph. iv. 24. we 
are ſaid to be . created in righteouſneſs, and in 
*« the. truth of holineſs.” Likewiſe men who 
form themſelves upon Goſpel-Teachings, are alſo 
ſaid to be ſpiritually- minded. Rom. viii, beginning. 


D Thus 


* 


50 On the divine Purity of the Ggſpel. Canon. 


Thus the ſalutary power of God, when applied 


to human minds, denotes, that efficacious influ- 
ence and effect which his truth and grace have 
upon them, in attempering and diſpoſing to 
order and rectitude every of their elections and 
determinations. For whenever his will becomes 
ours, and we have no other governing deſire 
but that of being approved by him, it may then 
be very juſtly ſaid, that our faith, or that exerciſe 
of the mind, which is the habitual pious prin- 
ciple, does not exiſt in the wiſdom of men, but 
in the power of God. Now, at all times, the 


Goſpeſh rule of faith is expreſſive of ſuch divine 


power. 


IVthly, This exerciſe of faith in the energy 
and efficacy of divine truth and grace, is what 
diſtinguiſhes and diſcriminates human characters. 
So in the context, our apoſtle has obſerved, that 
there is a. natural, and there is a ſpiritual man: 
and that the one knows not the things of the 


other, i. e. the natural man has no idea of thoſe 


exertions and fruitions which belong to the ſpiritual 


man. And the reaſon is obvious; ſince the 


natural man has no higher principle which guides 
and governs him, than what is ſenſitive, viz. his 
animal feelings and paſſions. Temporal, periſhing 
good is his prime object, and he knows of no- 
thing more deſirable than to gratify theſe pro- 
penſities. He knows not what it is to live by 
faith in the power of God]; for he lives only by 
fight. He has no conception of what it can 
mean, to have his affections ſet on things 


« above; and not on things on the earth.” His 


taſtes and reliſhes, his principles, ſentiments, 
and ſpirit, are of a very reverſe complexion, to 


thoſe of the ſpiritual man; conſequently, they 


muſt form very diſagreeing oppoſite characters. 
1 Neither 
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Neither. can we wonder it ſhould be ſo, ſince 
the one has no other final home, than this tranſi- 
tory, ſhort-lived; bodily tenement; nor any other 
pleaſing gratifications, but what ariſe from this 
material ſyſtem. Whereas the other is here 
but a ffranger, and is looking for a more durable 
habitation; an houſe that is from heaven. All 
his moſt delightful expectancies, are, of an 
everlaſting inheritance !—— The one has all his 
good things in hand; the other has all his good 
things in hope. The one has only a creaturely- 
good as his portion; the other has the Creator 
himſelf for his unfailing object of fruition.— 
The origin and ſource of this difference of cha- 
racters, is, the one is converſant with, and daily 
lives upon the truth and grace of God, as revealed 
in the Goſpel: the other has no deſire of, no 
taſte, no reliſh for the New Teſtament teach- 
ings; but allows himſelf to remain deplorably 
ignorant of them: or, at leaſt, never takes the 
pains to enter into the ſpirit and power of thoſe 
teachings. Once more; this exerciſe of faith, is 
What diſtinguiſhes the rational Chriſtian from the 
enthuſiaſt, ſince it always is the reſult of con- 
vincing evidence, See Heb. xi. 1. For ſays a 
learned writer, „ That man who can believe 
without reaſon, is in next capacity to believe 


againſt it “.“ 


| Vehly, The abundant evidence we have of the 
purity and integrity of the New Teſtament canon, ' 
is a cogent reaſon of thankſgiving and praiſe. . 
A general review of that evidence, I am of 
opinion, may be thus taken—Goſpel-Teachings 
do contain every of the firſt principles of natural 
religion, ſeparated from any adulteration, whe- 
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* Spencer's Diſc. on Prodigies, p. 254. 
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af human invention upon it; either in principle, 
ſpirit, maxims, motive, or even mode of worſhip. 
Its addreſs is immediate to every. man, as inti- 
mately and equally concerned therein, both as a 
rule of life, and as an univerſal ſtandard of the 
final judgment. The New Teſtament in our 


own language, we have reaſon to conclude, is ſo 


faithful and juſt a tranſlation, that it has the 
ſame divine authenticity with the autographs of 
apoſtles'; inaſmuch as it produces the ſame moral, 
benign, and ſalutary effects on every mind, 
which is formed upon its heavenly teachings. It 
is thus, and thus only that any can know experi- 
mentally or efficaciouſly, that it is both the wiſdom 
and power of God. And becauſe the unlearned 
Chriſtian is as capable of a truly ſaving uſe of 
that divine canon, from the judgment he makes 
for himſelf of its teachings, as the moſt learned 
can; he may reſt fully ſatisfied with the evidence. 
He will do ſo, as it gives him a rational, ſettled, 
ſelf-complacency, an eſtabliſhed ſerenity, and a 
peace of mind that paſſes all} underftanding—— 
as it makes him a bleſſing to all around him 
as it gives him confidence in Almighty God; 
and renders him ſuperior to all temptation. In 
fact, therefore, the appeal which it makes to 
the reaſon, underſtanding, and experience of all 
mankind, is what throws the utmoſt confuſion on 
the face of the canceited infidel : and will do no 
lefs on the immoral believer. 


ther from idolatry, ſuperſtitious  depraving idea, 
or foreign ritual. The canon has not one mark 


DISCOURSE I. 
On the Univerſality of Gaſpel-Teachings. 


FT ER having inveſtigated the unity of the 
A Goſpel ſyſtem ; and —alſo the pure, unmixed, 
divine originality of its teachings; we are next 
to treat upon its UN VERSAL TTV. I know not of 
any idea that can be formed of God's grace and 
mercy, that is more adorable than when under 
the conſideration of its impartiality and univer- 
ſality. It is certain, that both St. Peter and St. 
Paul do lay a great emphaſis upon the Deity's 
being 10 reſpetter of perſons; i. e. upon his being 
no way capricious, no way arbitrary in his 
favours; on the contrary, we are aſſured, that 
he would have all men come to the knowledge 
of the truth and be ſaved! Nay, even an Hebrew 
prophet, I mean one in old time, 600 years before 
Chriſt, could repreſent the ſupreme Being as 
expreſsly declaring, „I have no pleaſure in the 
c death of him that dieth, ſaith the Lord God: 
e wherefore turn and live *.”— 


There is in truth ſomething extremely diſguſtful 
to an humane, an ingenuous mind, in any con- 
tracted, monopolizing conceptions, or limitations 
of the divine goodneſs. The idea is only found 
in little, mean, ſyſtematic, contemptible ſpirits, 
who would engroll the favour of God to them- 
D 3 ſelves : 


— 


» 1 


Ezek. xviii. 32. 
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ſelves : or, who can imagine none to, be the 
proper objects of his love, but what are of their 
own ungenerous, — and 3 com- 
plexion.— 


I ſhall — attempt an {UStration of the 


univerſality of the truth and grace of God, in 
Goſpel addreſs, from that exordium of St. Paul, 
in + firſt epiſtle to the Corinthians, . firſt, 
verſes firſt, ſecond, and third: 


4 Paul, called an apoſtle of Teſus Chriſt, 
19 through the will of God, and Soſthenes our 
5. brother - unto the church of God which 
58% is At, Corinth, —to them that are ſanctified in 
« Chriſt Jeſus, called Saints; with all that in 
, every place call upon the name of Jeſus Chriſt 
10 our Lord, both theirs and ours. Grace unto 


G 


e you and peace from God our F ather, and the 


Lord Jelus Chriſt.” 


Wy 1 may be proper to obſerve, — chat Corinth 
te was a.. populous, rich, and ancient mercantile 
« city, the chief of Achaia, or of Greece; a 


&« place of great reſort for the traffic of very dif. | 


« ferent remote countries.” And as to the ac- 
counts tranſmitted of them, —* they were a people 
&« of a quick and lively genius, and had a kind 
« of univerſity, which was, ſupplied with orators 


and philoſophers; and great numbers of Jews 


« * dwelt there, who had a ſynagogue. — 


A gain, — This firſt epiſtle which St. Paul ſent to 
the * at Corinth, is ſuppoſed to 
have been written from Epheſus at the beginning 
of the year 56.— And that it was written from 


Epheſus, ſhould appear from ch. xvi. 8. where 
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the apoſtle tells them, he will wh. at Epheſus 
until Pentecoſt *, | 


The reaſon why St. Paul pin Softhenes along 
with himſelf in the beginning of this firſt epiſtle 
to that church, I ſhould conjecture to be this; 
Soſthenes had been the chief ruler of the Jewiſh 
ſynagogue at Corinth, (who was now with him 
at Epheſus ;) and had greatly ſuffered on Paul's 
account, having been openly beaten by the Greeks, 
even under the eye of Gallio, the governor of 
Corinth; as St. Luke informs us, Acts xviii. 17. 

It was therefore quite natural for him to join 
Soſthenes with himſelf, in this friendly ſalutation 
made to his fellow- citizens; thereby ſhewing his 
truly Chriſtian-ſpirit ; and accordingly, St. Paul 
affectionately calls him, THE BROTHER,— 


Haying Weile thus much, we now pro- 
ceed to conſider this apoſtolical addreſs ; which 


appears to be a kind of dedication of his epiſtle 
to that church.—In treaiing upon it we may, 


I. Naties the manner in which this apoſtle _ 
_ aſſerts his divine miſſion. 


II. The univerſality of his meſlage. 


III. With what authority it is that he pro- 
nounceth grace and peace from God the F ather, 


and from the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, on all e 
Chriſtians. f 


As to the manner in which this apoſtle aſſerts 


his divine miſſion — he thus expreſſes himſelf, 
D 4 « Paul 


— 


— 


— 
9 


——— 


2 8 Mr. Locke $ Paraphraſe - — and Dr. Lardner's 
Suppl. vol. II. p. 170, 


— 
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Paul an apoſtle of Jeſus Chriſt through the will 


e of God.” — There are not any words or phraſes, 
which could have been more expreſſive of his 
miſſion being divine; for he is well aſſured it was 
through, by, or according to the will of God, 


that folks Chriſt had appointed him to the office 


of an apoſtle; which office had reſpect to his 


; preaching the Goſpel to mankind, and to his 
- planting the churches among Gentiles, The 
extraordinary manner in which he was called to 
the apoſtolate, St. Luke has related with great 
preciſion. And in St. Paus epiſtle to the Gala- 
tians, very expreſs mention is made of that hea- 
venly interview which he had with Chriſt. That 
ſame epiſtle, I would obſerve, was written there 
years before this to the Corinthians: in which he 


ſpeaks of himſelf in the very ſame ſtyle—< Paul 
„ an apoſtle, not of men, neither by man, but 
« by Jeſus "Chriſt, and God the Father, ho 
'* raiſed him from the dead.“ -In truth and fact, 
he had all the eyidence both of inſpiration and 
of the power of working miracles, to enable him 
thus to ſpeak of his miſſion. And in this epiſtle 
to the church at Corinth, ch. ix. 1. he 1s able 
to make this moſt open appeal, * Am I not an 
« apoſtle? Have I not ſeen Chriſt Jeſus our 
« Lord ?“ —And in his ſecond epiſtle, he mentions 
both the revelations with which he had been 
Honoured, and the miracles which he had actually 
wrought among them, when he firſt planted the 
Chriſtian-church at Corinth, See chap. xii. 1, and 
12.—From which accounts, the divinity of his 
miſſion is unqueſtionable.— 


Secondly, We are next w attend to the uni- 
verſalily of his addreſs. ' + Unto the church of 
* God, Which is at Corinth, to them which. are 
i ſanRificd in Chriſt Jeſus, called Saints, 57 
a 
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4 all that in every place call on the name of 
e We Chr our Lord, both theirs and ours.“ 


Now it is evident, that by the fanAified, or 
"the Saints, St. Paul meant, all has were or ſhould 
in any age be ſeparated from a love of the world, 
by virtue of their faith in Goſpel-Teachings,— 
| Men, who are God's PE peaple, q reaſon - 

of their departure from all iniquity, their 
denial of all ungodlineſs, by their living foberly, 
righteouſly, and godly; and by their being 
zealous of good works. This gives the full ſenſe 
of the terms, ſandtiſed and Saints, Though 
ſometimes, indeed, we may find the word Saints 
uſed indiſcriminately for all profeſting Chriſtians; 
thus emphatically OY them from an 
ynbelieving world. 


Further, Not only does our aft inſcribe his 
pille to the Chriſtians at Corinth, but to All. 
*in every place who call upon the name of Jeſus 
« Chriſt our Lord :“ or, in other words, all who 

profeſs his religion. And moreover, as if not 
_ 4atisfied with ſaying, that Jefus was his Lord, 
he adds, both theirs and ours. He would have the 
fulleſt emphaſis laid upon the divine relation, in 
which all genuine Chrifians do equally ſtand to 
this exalted glorified man, whom the one God 
has conſtituted the one Lord, or head of his 


ann 


Neither ſhall we have the leaſt reaſon to call in 
n nn the univerſality of the written apoſtalic 
canon, when we are aſſured from the mouth of 

Jeſus: himſelf, that his divine miſſion was ori. 
ginally intended for the benefit and ſalvation of all 
mankind, God ſo loved the world, that he 
„ gaye his only begotten Son, that whoſoever 
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«© believeth on him ſhould not ' periſh, but have 
46 eternal life.” Again, he ſays, ] am the ligbt of 
„ the world. — And whoſoever followeth me, 
46 ſhall have the light of life.” And once More, 
J give my fleſh for the life of the world. 

Beſides theſe declarations, there are ſome yet more 
explicit, as that of Fohn x. 16. I have other 
« ſheep which are not of this fold: them alſo I 
„ muſt bring, and they ſhall hear my voice; and 
there ſhall be one fold, and one ſhepherd.” 
And Luke xxiv. 46, 47. Thus it is written, 
« and thus it behoved Chriſt to ſuffer, - and to 
& riſe from the dead on the third day; and that 
* repentance and remiſſion of ſins ſhould be preach- 
«ed in his name, AMONG ALL NATIONS, begin- 
, ning at Jeruſalem,” 


Such full affarance have we that the written 
records of apoſtles were intended for the benefit 
both of all nations and all ages of men. And for 
this reaſon St. John ſays, „ theſe things are 
c wRITTEN that ye might believe that Jeſus ts 
& the Chriſt ; and that believing ye might have 


life through his name.“ The many references 


made to the writings of Moſes and the Prophets, 
both by our Lord, and by his apoſtles, will not 
ſuffer us to imagine, that the teachings of the 
Son of God ſhould be left to the great uncertainty 
of unwritten, or of oral tradition: fo that we may 
be abſolutely certain, the laſt revelation of the 
truth and grace of God, ſhould be, by a written 
record, moſt ſecurely tranſmitted from age to ge 
for the benefit of mankind. 


Again, —T he univerſality of the teachings of the 
written canon, might be argued from both their 
primary and ultimate moral intention; viz. their 
e tk all who cordially embrace them, from 

idolatry, 
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idolatry, ſuperſtition, worldlineſs and vice; from 
their rendring men rational, regular, holy and 
heavenly. From ſublimating their ideas and ſen- 
timents, refining their taſtes and rehiſhes, giving 
them that principle and ſpirit, which realizes 
their exiſtence, and ſecuring them of a bliſsful 
immortality; for, in truth, men who are called 

into the fellowſhip of the ſan of God, are daily 
« enriching with knowledge, and confirming in 
c all goodneſs; even ſo as to be found blameleſs 
« inthe day of Chriſt.” 1 Cor. i. 5, 8. 


Again, —If we give credit to the Goſpel-hiſtory 

of the life and teachings of Jeſus Chriſt, we muſt 
be firmly perſuaded that theſe: apoſtolic writings 
are intended for the univerſal and perpetual uſe 
and ſaving benefit of mankind, becauſe of their 
vaſt moment and infinite importance, They beſt 
Explain the nature of the divine conſtitutions ; they 
beſt exhibit the plan of God's kingdom and 
moral government; and are that full medium 
of light and life, whereby we are rendered 
capable of entring into the true ſpirit and power 
of religion, It is in theſe great reſpects, men 
are made wiſe unto ſalvation; even by exploring 
the divine ſcheme in all the miniſtrations of Chriſt 
Jeſus, and in every of his exalted appointments. 
It is in them that we ſee, how his advancement 
to ſupreme ſovereignty has the moſt favourable 
aſpect on all the children of men. 43 2 


Goſpel-Teachings, as they lye in the written 
canon, do likewiſe ſnew us, with the utmoſt pre- 
ciſion, how the ignorances and prejudices of the 
human intellect, and the depraved paſſions of 
the human heart, do operate; what abuſive 
ideas, and diiguſtful ſentiments men did at firſt 
liſcoyer, in oppoſition to Goſpel addreſs; and beſides 

E/ this, 
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this, the many corruptions, and ſhocking abſur- 


dities that would be found under the grand 
apoſtacy. We have likewiſe in this . heavenly 
canon, all the excellence and perfection of divine 


teachings which reſpect the firſt principles of truth 


and mercy ; all the purity and power of precept ; 
all the greatneſs of mind and benevolence of heart 


which they inſpire; all the ſimplicity and ſpiri- 


tuality of worſhip ; and together with this, "de 
majeſty and everlaſting worth of its motive, and 
the great _—_— it gives to the * and 
deſire of man,— __. 


Had not St. Paul known, that Goſpel-Teach- 
ings are far above all others, . emphatically the 
ciſdom of God, and the power of God, in the 


influence and effect which they have on the human 


mind, he would not have ſo pathetically inſcribed 
his epiſtle to Chriſtians in all places, and of all 
— ages of the world! But in truth, he was 
confident that it ſanctifies all ſincere believers, 
renders them holy, and ſecures them both of 
preſent inconceivable nnen, and alſo of an 
everlaſting bleſſedneſs ! all whom Goſpel- truth 
ſanctiſies, Goſpel· grace ſaves; all whom the one 
. the other glorifies. 


A yet further reaſon may be given for the uni. 
verlality of the New Teſtament code; and that is, 
the appointed authoriſed judge has expreſsly 
affirmed, that it is the fixed deciſive ſtandard or 
rule of the final judgment. See Joh. xii. 48. 
He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my 
« words, hath one that judgeth him: the word 
* that I have ſpoken, the ſame ſhall judge him 
* in' the laſt day.“ Which perfectly agrees with 
the doctrine our Lord taught of himſelf, John v. 
22. © The father hath committed all Judgment 


et to 
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c to the ſon; that all men ſhould: honour the 
* ſon.”———But this they could not do, under 
the character of dle unleſs they were made 
acquainted with the rule on which he will conduct 
the judgment. Now this very rule they expreſsly 

have in the New Teſtament writings; for our 
apoſtle tells the Chriſtians at Rome, that God 
<« ſhall judge the ſecrets of men according to his 
“ Goſpel.“ Rom. ii. 16. And in his ſecond epiſtle 
to the Corinthians, chap. v. ver. 10. he ſays, 
« We muſt all appear before the judgment - ſeat 
4 of Chriſt; that every one may receive the 

„ things in his body, according to that he has 
« done, whether good or bad.“ 


Now, upon the whole, it is not at all probable, - 
that the great God ſhould have conſtituted the 
man Chriſt Jeſus judge both of quick and dead, 
having revealed both his truth and his grace by 

him, and yet, not have given mankind an expreſs 
written-ſtandard or rule of the judgment. There 
would be an abſurdity in the ſuppoſition. And we 
are conſtrained to conclude, that that written rule 
muſt be univerſally intereſting.— But we find, in 
fact, that the ſacred volume gives us the very 
ratio of the ſentence which muſt paſs on all good 
and bad men, of every age and nation. Such as 
have had but one talent, ſhall be anſwerable only 
for one talent — and he who has had ten, ſhall be 
anſwerable for the improvement of every one of 
thoſe numerous talents.— In the caſe of the one 
talent. as many as have ſinned without law, 
<* ſhall periſh without law.” The dictates of 
natural conſcience, or of reaſon unenlightned 
by revelation, will render man accountable. They 
aſſure us, that the truly religious Gentile was an 
object of the divine approbation, as in the caſe 
cs Cornelius, Ade x. 1—4.—80 the Gentiles 
| * who 
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« who have not the law, yet do by nature the 


4 things contained in * law, are a law. unto 
„ themſelves. Rom. ii. 14. — Such are the 
abilities of the human mild, that mankind- are: 
univerſally accountable : for God has not any 
where left himſelf without witneſs.— Of this, 
and of the extent of moral obligation, the apoſtolic 


writings do inform us, with great perſpicuity and 


the /jutmolt preciſion. Tru: makes an open and 
common appeal to the reaſon, underſtanding, and 


conſcience of man. Or, as Puffendorf ſomewhere 


expreſſes it. the law of nature muſt he drawn 
4 from the reaſon of man, when the faculty is 
cc free and unbiaſſed by prejudices or paſſions.— 


« The dictates of right reaſon are true principles, 


Which agree with the nature of things well 
ce obſerved and examined.” In this ſenſe the 
Goſpel is a rule, as it toaches the ratio of the final 
judgment. But this will be yet more evident 


when we conſider, that the teachings of Jeſus db 


remove all obſcurities which had been thrown on 
the law" of nature, and do reſtore it to its original 
purity, - ſpirit and power. So much for the 
ververſWity, | | 


We noob in the next phos to hey, 


T hirdly, — With har mmkoriey: it is, that St. 
Paul pronounces grace and peace from God the 
Father, and from the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, on all 
genuine Chriſtians? I know not whether this 
idea has been ſufficiently attended unto, or has had 
much place in the minds of many profeſſors ;. but 
here is a divine benefit derived from the apoſtolic- 
writings, which none other writings in the world 
could ever boaſt. For verily the Chriſtian who 
enters into the ſpirit of them has, from the pen of 


an inſpired apoſtle, who had every divine credential, 


grace 
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grace and peace from God the Father, and from ibe 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, authoritatively pronounced 
upon him. The benediction he can rely upon, as 
having an undoubtedly divine meaning. Nay, 
theſe unſpeakable bleſſings are abſolutely inſured 
to him. And they are not only reverſionary good 
things, but of what he has at preſent, ſome degree 
of poſſeſſion. Tea, ſuch is their comprehenſive 
extent, that they contain in them all that is requi- 
fite to make him comfortable and happy.— Indeed, 
whatever can be meant by grace and peace, from 
their infinite ſource, and from the appointed medium 
of conveyance,” is to be found in the New Teſta- 
ment writings. They ſhew us, that by grace, we are 
to underſtand the favour of the Almighty towards 
us; even his being our God and Father. For not 
only does he intereſt us in himſelf as the ſupreme 
and everlaſting governor; whoſe laws we reve- 
rence and obey, whoſe will we would always be 
obſerving; but he is known as a tender parent 
who has complacency in, or who looks upon us 
as his dutiful children. He has expreſsly de- 
clared, he does ſo look upon us, becauſe we have 
choſen to come out from among, and are actually 
ſeparated from a world which lies in wickedneſs. 
It is of his grace and favour, that we receive ſuch 
plain and full information of both what he would 
have us do and be. And we are privileged with 
thoſe great and precious promiſes which are yea 
and amen unto us, under this laſt diſpenſation: 
therefore there can be no poſſibility of our being 
deceived or diſappointed in thoſe hopes, which 
they raiſe and feed in our breaſts. For verily, they 
are, like their author, immutable, and can never 
fail us.——So much for the 6Racs which is in 
ban benediction.— | 
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04 On the Univerſality of Goſpel-Teachings; 
But beſides this, there is PRACR, i. e. there is 
enough in the Goſpel- Covenant to calm, compoſe, 
and quiet the mind under whatever circumſtance 
of the preſent trial. Enough to baniſn all diſ- 
quieting, diſtreſſing fears; and enough to remove 
all painful apprehenſions about a future. ſtate of 


For though we have, in many things, 
all of us offended and come ſhort of the glory of 
God; yet, adored be his ſovereign grace and 
goodneſs, we have the utmoſt aſſurance given 
us, that repentance and reformation do appear to 
be fruits meet for remiſſion. And we can depend 
upon his readineſs to receive us graciouſly and love 
us freely. That he will with-hold from us no 
good things, but make all events co-operate for 
our final good. And as this is our ſafe and 
comfortable condition, no ruffling anxieties ſhould 
have an abiding lodgment in our breaſts; no 
preſent affliction however heayy or painful, ſhould 
hinder the patient poſſeſſion of our ſouls. But 
then, we mult give evidence, that the peace which 


religion beſtows, is a peace of God, i. e. a moſt 


excellent peace; which paſſes all underſtanding ; 


as it garriſons or keeps the heart through Chriſt. 


Jeſus. — The man who is juſtified by faith, he has 
peace with God. Rom. v. 1. 5 


Let us next attend to the form of the benediction. 


Grace unto you and peace from God the 
Father, and from our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” Why 
the: apoſtle mentions both God the Father and the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, is eaſy to be accounted: for; 
ſince God is the origin and ſource of the grace 
and peace; and Jeſus Chriſt, as tke revealer of 
the Father, is the channel of conveyance, or' the 
inſtrument of communication. There are no leſs 
than thirteen of St. Paul's epiſtles which have this 

3 = fr 


ers se 


on the Duiurrſaliiy of Gofpel-Teathings, 65 
form of benediction , which ſhews, the great 
emphaſis he had laid upon it: And which feems 
almoſt peculiar to this apoſtle. Nor can we 
wonder it ſhould be fo familiar to his addreſs, 
' when we conſider. the tranſporting interview he 
had had with the exalted Jeſus, who ſo iltuſtriouſly 
revealed the grace and : mercy of God to him; 
fhewing forth in him all long-ſuffering, as a 
pattern or type of his giving peace to all who 
embrace the Goſpel-Teachings.— 1 Tim. i. 16.— 
During the life of this apoſtle, none of the others 
do appear to have had fo much perfonal intercourſe 
with the afcended Jeſus. For as to the viſions of 
St. John, which are called the Apocalypſe, theſe 
were probably about the year 95 or 96, long after 
the death of St. Paul.—So that in nothing was he 
behind the very chiefeſt of the apoſtles; for, even 
Peter,; James, and John, who were preſent at 
their Lord's transfguration, ſaw his glory and 
were eye-witnefſes of his majeſty, did not equal 
St. Paul's revelations. —We cannot therefore at 
all wonder, that a mind ſo much animated with 
Goſpel-grace, ſhould be accuſtomed ſo pathetically 
to announce the bleſſedneſs which is the inheritance 
of: all true Chriſtians : and becauſe men may per- 
ceive him divinely. authorized to pronounce the 
benediction, this aſſuredly gives the ſerious and 
attentive eye, a matchleſs pleaſure in reading his 


epiſtles. 


Laftly, —I ſhall proceed to make fome uſeful 
obſervations. And SY | 


. I. Whereas 


| EIS p 
__ 


* Roms. i 7.. > Ct- i 9; 2 Ephe1.. 3, + 34 
Eph. i. 2. Phil. i. 2. Col. i. 2. 1 Theſf. i. 1,—2 Ep: 
1, 2. x Tin. i. 2.2 Ep. i. 2. Tit. i. 4. Phitein. 3. 
and fimilar to theſe, is that of Heb. xiii. 20, 21. 
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I. Whereas St. Paul was the great. apoſtle of 
the Gentiles, who had all divine atteſtations to his 


apoſtolic-miſſion, we, the deſcendants of idola- 
trous Gentiles, ſhould be filled with thankfulneſs 


and praiſe to God for the inexpreſſible benefit of 


his writings! and ſhould delightfully look upon 
them as intended for the ſaving benefit of all true 


believers, in every age and nation. Whenever there- 


fore we read his Goſpel-Inſtructions, we ſhould 


regard him as writing every whit as properly to 


us, as to any of the primitive churches which were 
his immediate care and. charge. — What then if he, 
and all the other apoſtles, did die within the limits 
of the firſt, and we live in the latter part of the 
18th century ? This makes no difference in reſpect 
to the capital doctrines and inſtructions, which are 
found in his epiſtles :—or, as St. Peter. ſpeaks, 
“though all fleſh is. graſs, and the glory of man 
e as the flower of "grads — though the graſs 
<« withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away— 
<« yet the word of the Lord endureth for. ever: 
* and this is the word which by the Goſpel is 
4e preached unto us.” The apoſtle to the Hebrews, 
has accordingly thus expreſſed the invariable truth 
and grace of Goſpel-Teachings, < Jefus Chriſt, 
4 the ſame yeſterday, to day, and for ever. 


Nor could they be otherwiſe than maids | 


eternal truth; becauſe the apoſtles who delivered 
theſe writings to the world, << are, on their ac- 
„ cqunt, a ſweet ſavour of God | in them that are 
“ ſaved, and in them that periſh, In the one, 
«« the favour of life unto life; in the other, the 
« favour of death unto death.” —— 2 Cor. 
06,16. 


It is not in the power of any of us to render 
their writings of leſs importance ; for whether 


we will, or will not read them; or Regen we 


read 
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read them with a cold indifference, or or elſe with. 
a ſerious and religious attention, as a divine canon, 
they will have their reſpective eſtabliſhed effects: 
1. e. either to enlighten, and enliven our ſpirits, or 
elſe ro determine our obſtinate and criminal inat- 
tention to theſe laſt teachings of God. It is not 
in the power of any being whatſoever to prevent 
theſe conſequences. And the ſhutting our eyes 
upon, or hardning our hearts againſt their inſtruc- 
tions, will be no apology. In a word, they are 
a divine talent, in which we have infinitely more 
concern, than we can poſſibly have with any thing 
elſe in the whole world. A neglect or contempt 
of them muſt therefore be fatal! For unleſs we 
are able to prove, that they are not expreſſive of 
the truth and grace of God, or that they have 
no divine authority, it will be at our everlaſting 
peril, if we are found trifling with the New Teſta- 
ment canon. But, on the contrary, when we 
conſider its ſalutary divine intention, our gratitude 
ſhould be excited, and we ought to be filled with 
thankfulneſs and praiſe for that ſyſtem of heavenly 


inſtruction. 


II. Since the manifeſt deſign add end of the 
apoſtolic writings, is to ſanctify or ſeparate men 
from worldlinefs and vice, and to enable them to 
keep free from the dominion of luſt; the ſceptic 
or infidel muſt certainly ſtand condemned: becauſe 
he rejects the moſt open addreſs that was ever made 
to man, of divine truth and grace. He may 
ſay or think juſt what he pleaſeth, —theſe writings 
have all the poſſible intrinſic marks and evidences 
of the will of an all- perfect Being: for, aſſuredly, 
that which recovers the mind from Ignorance, 
immorality, and vicious taſte, to juſt conception, 
to rectitude of deſire and averſion, and confirms 


in- all the paths of piety and virtue, cannot but 
E 2 haye 
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have a divine original, and demand a 1— 
reverence. FA | 277018 


Should any object and fa, « if theſe writings 
ce which you oh apoſtolical, are of divine autho- 
<« rity, and were intended for univerſal uſe, how 
comes it to paſs, that they are not every where 
« received as ſuch; and made the ſtandard of 
religious idea, ſentiment, and conduct to all 
„ nations ?” 


The ibs would be ready at hand; for this 


reaſon, are not; viz. becauſe man was ori- 
ginally made and ever left free, either to attend 
unto, or not; to receive, or to reject them, and 


by an abuſe of this freedom the world, more gene · 
rally, lies in wickedneſs. The God of this 


« world, i. e. a love of the world having blinded 
« the eyes of men, that they ſhould not obey the 
truth.“ Conſequently, ſince the Goſpel han no 
compulſive force in its addreſs, though it is moſt 
expreſſive of the truth and grace of God, this 
will account for its non- univerſality. For though 
our bleſſed Lord, during his miniſtrations in 
Judea, ſpake ſo as never mam fpake, 1. e. with far 
more authority than any of their inſtructors ; yet, 
very few did cordially receive his meſſage, or own 
his divine miſſion: and he gives this reaſon of their 
mattention and infidelity, „They have ears to 
hear, but they will not hear, - they love darkneſs 
„rather than light, becauſe their deeds are evil: 
« Therefore they will not come to the light, leſt 
« their deeds ſhould be reproved:“ i. e. leſt their 


—— ſhould appear to them in all their defor-- 


mity and malignity. On this account it is, that 
they hate the light. —Nay, fo very depraved were 


the generality of the Jewiſh nation, though 


ſeparated from the reſt of mankind by a ſpecial 
provi- 


4 
. 


3 


providence, that “they would not come to him, 


"8 chat they mein have life.” Jon . 40.— 


And here it might be ſhewn, with undeniable 
evidence, that the Goſpel is as completely fitted 
to become an — ſtanddard rule, to guide 
mankind in the path of ſafety and life, as the 
elementary light of the fun, is, to affift the eye 
of man in his bodily operations, and his local 


movements, as well as to aid his ſtudious attentions 
to ſundry written volumes of the arts and ſciences. 
Nay, Goſpel-Teachings might be ſnhewn, to be as 


well adapted to the end of becoming a moral divine 
ſtandard of univerſal order and regularity; as the 
rational powers given to man are to the purpoſe of 


guiding, rectifying, * governing, his appetites and 
paſſions. But in each of theſe caſes, there are vaſt 


numbers of the human family, who are inatten- 


tive to the manifeſt deſign and end both of the 
natural and the moral luminary. eng. How dread- 
fully common is it for mankind to malte a perverſe 
uſe both of the elementary light, and of their 
own intellectual faculties and Sabi Bur does 
this very extenſive | egregious perverſion” prove. 
that either the light of the fun, or that candle 
of the Lord, reafon, were not intended for uni- 
verſal guidance or inſtruction. Whatever therefore 
may be the parts of the habitable globe, which 


are not under the illumination of the Goſpel, it can 


be no manner of objection to its being fitted for 
univerſal inſtruction . We can well account for 
its being refuſed admittance in the wide dominions 
of the impoſtor, Mabomet; and in thoſe extenſive 


Tegions " Popery, where its lamp is Me under a 


i 11 Dez buſhel. 


—__ — 


4 


* Chriſt is y led, emphatically, THE TEACHER, —zhe 


| 755 guide and inſtrucror : i. e. the way, the truth, and the 


Ve. — John iii. 2, ch. viii, 12, xiv. 6, Heb. xii. 2. 
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buſhel. Upon the whole, as well might an ob- 


jection be formed againſt the light of 'nature's 
being divine and intended for univerſal benefit, 
as againſt: that of the Goſpel revelation being ſo, 
becauſe of the vaſt numbers, who deſpiſe, abuſe, 
or neglect the light of the one and of the other. « 05 


The infidel or the ſceptic, has pen no rea -· 
ſonable excuſe; nor can he make any rational 
apology, for his rejecting the New) Teſtament 
canon, FRO of the non-untverlality of its 


II. All men ine ſtand vtifirced and 
rt who can either ſpeak or think con- 
temptuouſly of ſanctification: i. e. of a ſeparation 
of the mind from all worldly luſtings.— And yet, 
there are not a few who dare to make the appella- 
tive, SAINT, a ſubject of ſneer and ridicule. 


They can play off much raillery upon this divine 


compellation: and uſe the term with mockery. 


and deriſion. Whereas, there is not one - ſingle. 
prophane character in all the world ſo juſtly re- 


ſpectable, as the man whom the truth and grace 


of God have ſanctified, whatever his external cir- 
cumſtance or condition *. Hence the ridicule will 
return with great force upon the worldling, as 
the moſt debaſed and contemptible of the human 
family. 


It is proper that we ſhould reaſon a little dloſely. 
upon this theme — Pray, what is the preciſe: or 
exact idea that we ſhould form of a Saint? 


Why, in a truth and fact, it is no other than = 
5355 0 


8 


'*. Advert to the Parable of the rich man and Lazarus. 
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c of a rational creature habitually reverencing his 
4 maker.“ One, whom the teachings of reaſon, 
nature, and revelation have informed and en- 
lightned; made regular and conſiſtent in all his 
powers and paſſions.— One that has thereby at- 
tained unto, or recovered the original rectitude 
of his frame; having his imagination, appetites, 
and paſſions ſubjected to reaſon and conſcience : 
one who has no volitions, no elections, no deter- 
minations, but what are directed by the known 
will of the ſupremely adorable ſovereign. 


- It muſt then be a proof of very 4 taſte, 
when any can ridicule or deſpiſe what gives the 

true dignity and glory of man. But truly, it is 
none who do ſo, but the ignorant and impious, 
the vain and wanton, that are incapable of ſeeing 
the beauties of holineſs; the charms which there 
are in piety and virtue. But unhappily their car- 
nalities, their ſenſualities, their debaucheries have 
rendered them ſuch deplorable e to the 
ſanctifying influences of TRUTERH.— The | 


I cannot forbear e that in the laſt 
ſion of parliament, ſome ſpeeches. made by 
ſeveral of our ſenators, borrowed - phraſes and 
paſſages peculiar to the ſacred writings, in order 
to give a poignancy to their wit ! at the ſame time, 
they afford no proof of the reverence which is 
religiouſly due to the truth and grace of God 

but it is to be feared, are little better than the 
effuſion of ſcorners;—and they would do well 
to remember what Jeſus Chriſt ſaid to Saul.— 


171 15 hard for thee to kick Se the goads ! 


Fiirthon Pray tell us, if you. can, what 3 
excellence, or what true merit is to be found in a 


_ whom the truth of God has not ſanctified? 
E 4 | — What- 
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Whatever may be his preſent ſtate or condition, 
he is one whom the divine mercy cannot ſave.— 
Let me tell you, men . upon the ſame ratic 
reproach, or ſpeak prophane] and irreverently o 
the holineſs of God, as of the holineſs of thoſe 
of his creatures whom his truth has ſanctified z 
creatures who bear his image, and reflect his glory. 
The ſubject is therefore of much too ſerious and 
important a nature, ever to become the. ſubject, of 
ridicule or of raillery: it muſt be ſo, “ Since 
« without holineſs no man cam ſee the Lord. — 7 
Heb. XU. 14. 


IV. How cally eligheful, and ical 
wol it be, for Chriſtians to conſult rehgiouſly 
the apoſtolic- writings: ſince they do authoritatively 


pronounce grace and peace, on all who give them 
ſuch attention? - I have before obſerved, that this | 


very form of benediction is to be found in thirteen 
of St. Paul's epiſtles, or in all that have his name. 
And would now remark, that St. Peter has ſome- 
thing yery analogous ; for he wiſheth, —*, That 
te grace and peace may be multiplied on thoſe 
& to whom he wrote.“ Such benediction is found 
in both his epiſt es.— And St. John's firſt epiſtle 
has | theſe reports, via. God is light! and 
God is love!“ —Nay, his ſecond epiſtle has 
a very ſimilar addreſs Grace, mercy and peace 
te from God the Father, and from the Lord Jeſus 
, Chriſt the Son of the Father, in truth and 
< love.“ So. St. Jude calls himſelf . the 


« ſervant of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the brother. 


of James:“ and at the ſame time, he aſcribes 
his epiſtle to them who are ſanctified by God 
* the F ather, and preſerved in Chriſt Jeſus, and 
< called.” And then announceth, mercy unto 
you and peace, and love be multiplied.” And 
though St, James has not this en of addreſs, 
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yet he has ſomething equivalent, for he obſerves, 
c that every good gift, and every perfect gift 
is from above, and cometh down from the 
te Father of 4 — with whom is no variableneſs, 
«. nor the ſhadow of turning.“ —From all which 
declarations, 1 would here obſerve, that there is 
no, ſuch. doctrine taught in the New Teſtament 
writings, as that of che diſtinct, perſonality of the 
Spirit; nor the peculiar office of a ſanCtifier ever 
once aſſigned to ſuch diſtinct perſon.— 5 

On the contrary; St. Jude expreſsly ſays, that 
6 men are ſanctified by God the Father.” Jude, 
der, 1. Hence wherever the ſanctification of the 
Spirit is mentioned, it cannot intend 1 
elſe, but the truth and grace of God; for theſe 
are the Spirit of the Goſpel; they are the Spirit 
and power of that diſpenſation. Agreeable to which, 
as hath been obſerved, Jeſus ſaith, «© my words 
* they are Spirit, and they are life.“ Every 
where, throughout Goſpel-Teachings, we are led 
to fix our eyes on God the Father, as the 
fountain or infinite fource of the grace, mercy 
and peace. ge” 


And thus it is that we are kept from all that 
confuſion of jdeas which is found to hang on the 
popular ſchemes; and may reaſonably ſolace our- 
ſelves in that revelation, which affords the human 
mind a truly divine refreſhment, as it is at- 
tempering and forming itſelf upon apoſtolical in- 
ſtructions.— | | | 


We may now take a retroſpect of what we 
have attempted : and it is, to have ſhewn in the 
firſt diſcourſe, that the religion of Jeſus, has in it 
a ſimplicity, harmony, and unity of principles : 
and that this unity is an irrefragable proof of its 


— ME VS * | 
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divine original. That next to its unity, is its un- 


mixed purity, having nothing of human invention 
in its whole plan; which is a farther powerful 
argument of its divinity. And thirdly, that as 
it appears manifeſtly calculated to be the univerſal 
cagon of heavenly inſtruction to. mankind, it 


cannot fail to convince and perſuade every honeſt 


mind of the completeneſs and concluſiveneſs of its 
internal evidence. 4 | N 
So true it is, that the inſpired New Teſtament 
writings © are profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, for inſtruction in righteouſneſs, 
that the man of God may be perfected, tho- 
roughly furniſhed unto all good works.” 
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| On the ſupernatural Conception of ; Fehlt Chriſt. 


Preſume it will not be thought impertinent, ta 
add a diſcourſe upon the ſupernatural concep - 
tion of Jeſus Chriſt; ſince it confirms the pro 15 
tic-teſtimony of his being the ſeed promiſe 
Abraham, in whom all nations ſhould be bleſſed ; . 
and is; a full and expreſs accompliſhment. of a 
prophecy, which Jaiab delivered about 700 years 
before his birth : the which we have If. vii. 13, 14- 


And he faid, hear ye now, O houſe of David, 


<« is it a ſmall thing with you to weary men? but 
« will you weary my God alſa? Therefore the 
« Lord himſelf ſhall give you a fign,—behold a 
“ virgin ſhall conceive, and bear a ſon, and ſhall 
ce call his name IMMANUEI.— Butter and honey 
<« ſhall he eat, that he may know to refuſe the 
« evil, and chooſe the good: for before the child 
<« ſhall know to refuſe the evil and chooſe the 
« good, the land that thou abhorreſt ſhall be 
« forſaken of both her Kings.“ | 


Since the prophetic-teſtimony muſt be from 
God, it will demand our religious attention. For 
lo ſays the oracle, Remember the former things 
« of old, for I am God, and there is none elſe; 


I am God, and there is none like me: declaring 


c the end from the beginning, and from ancient 
times the things that are not yet done. — 
II. xlvi, Ko 10% ö» | , 
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Biſhop Chandler obſerves of my text, that it is 
one of the five which have been charged with 
unfaithfulneſs in the application of them to the 
Meſſiah. Nevertheleſs, St. Matthew having re- 
lated the wonderful formation and birth of Chriſt, 
tells his readers of. the Jewiſh nation, that God of 
old had prepared their fathers for giving credit to 
the great event; All this, ſays he, was done, 
«that it might be fulfilled which' was ſpoken by 
< the prophet, behold a virgin ſhall conceive,” &c. 
the Biſhop thus remarks upon it, „the occaſion 

« of the meſſage by Iſaiah was, Ahazking of Judah 

being in the utmoſt diſtreſs, at * boaſted 

invaſion of his capital city, from the kings of 

Syria and Iſrael. To comfort Ahaz, the pro- 

het is ſent to tell him, that the counſels and 
attempt ſnould prove ineffectual. And in aſſur- 
ance that he ſpake in God's name, he offers 
the king his chice of any other ſign, either 
in the Fr dr in the height above.—It ap- 

ars from the anſwer, that Ahaz was ſullen, 
and that he and his counſellors deſpiſed the 
prophet and diſtruſted God. —— Since Ahaz 
refuſed to aſk any ſign which God had offered 
to give him, the prophet is inſtructed to 
declare, God will give him one without aſking 
yet it ſhould neither be in the heavens, nor 
from the depth : but it ſhould be a ſign, or 
token to him and his people, of the birth of 

a great perſonage, in whom all the promiſes 

of God ſhould have their full accompliſhment. 

Accordingly the prophet ſays, * Je now, 

2 12 ff David, * &c. | 


. mould als the prophetic meſſage thus, 
—* The Lord himſelf ſhall give you a ſignz 


<« token, 


—__— 


* Sec Biſhop Chandler's Defence, &c. ch. iv. ſec. 11. 


of Jeſus Cbriſt. 709 
4 token, or earneſt, that behold a virgin ſhall 
« conceive, and bear a ſon, and his name ſhall be 
e called Immanuel. q. d. You are afraid leſt the 
line of David ſhould be extinguiſhed, from 
% which the promiſed Meſſiah is to deſcend; but 
4 jt ſhall not. For even of a virgin of. that very 
« family ſhall he be born. And that you may more 
t fully 3 the prediction, God ſhall graciouſly 
e vouchſafe to give you an unexpected national 
« deliverance; a ſign of which, the Lord himſelf 
« affords. you by the child which is now in mine 
cc hand, ſhear-jaſhub, who ſhall eat butter and honey, 
& 1, e. he ſhall partake of plenty, your land being 
& freed from hoſtile invaſions, even before he 
c ſhall know to refuſe the evil and chooſe the 
“ good; ſo that the land about which thou fo 
« much diſtreſſeſt * thyſelf, ſhall. be rid of both 
ce the hoſtile kings.” - Thus, I underſtand, the 
prophet's ſon, was to be the ſign or earneſt to them 
of the certainty of that future event, of a YI 8 
having a ſon, who. ſhould be called Immanuel... 


Should it be objested to the above i interpretation 
of the prophecy, that a promiſe. made of what 
* ſhould be done in ſome future age, was, by no 
« means, an apt meaſure of exciting and fixing 
« the faith and confidence of a people in the pro- 
<« miſe of à near deliverance from their enemies.” 


7 would reply, this was not at all within the 
deſign of the prophetic meſſage. Yet, the near 
accompliſhment. of a promiſe of deliverance made 


to a nation, was divinely adapted to. eſtabliſh their 
faith, 


— — 
6 ——_— —_ —_— 


wt . B. The Hebrew word od abhor, 1s nal 
grieve, Exod. i. 12. And 4% rebel, N xxii. 3. Vid. 
Poli Synoꝑſ. in loco, | KEN 
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faith, and enliven their hope in the Promi of a 
more remote ſalvation. , 


TO arciteeds; the prophet Ft SR Pigs the 
fulfilment of the promiſe which had reſpect to 
the everlaſting covenant made with David, he 
uſeth the word ALMA, rendered virgin; which 
learned men have ſhewn, does always fignify in 


the Hebrew ſcriptures, a woman who has not known 
a may. And even the Greek tranſlators before 


Chriſt, who were not intereſted in the controverſy, 
and who knew much better the ſignification of 
Hebrew words than any Jew has done ſince their 
laſt diſperſion, do 85. render Alma in this very 
place ®. And any one may fee, that after fuch 


a pompous introduction, the prophet mult have 


greatly mocked his hearers, had he meant no more 
than that 2 young woman foould be with child. © 


Fhus this remarkable prophecy, will perfectly 


well account for a notion prevalent among the 


Jews, of the ſupernatural birth of their Meſſiah, . 


of which ſome ſpecimen ſhall be given, by and 
by ;—at the ſame time, it is not at all probable, 
that they could have any political _ pes to 
ferve, under fuch an r 


Thus much ſhall ſuffice as a ſort ” comment 
on the prediction. In further treating upon it, 


the en method may be obſerved ; 


I. I ſhall inveſtigate the ground of certainty, 
with which the prophecy has an application to the 
Meſſiah. 

II. Shew, 


- oo - 
2 „** 


— 


. 130 rag der or vag p. aN, virgineus intactus. 


 » of Feſus Chrif, 8 
a fo Stiow, in what ſenſe the word e is 
only applicable to Chriſt Jeſus. ö | 


III. Point out "he evil which there is in 
infdliy. NN 


: As to the Sound of certainty on which ſuch 
application ſhould be made of the prophecy, we 
ſhall find the New Teſtawent accounts of the 
birth of Chriſt, in perfect harmony. For the 
Evangeliſts Matthew and Luke, who clearly 
underſtood the meaning of the prophet Iſaiah, 
do, both of them, expreſsly report the virgin 
Mary's conception of Jeſus to have been ſuper - 
natural; which they would not have done, with- 
out conclufive evidence. Accordingly the two 
firft chapters of St. Luke's Goſpel, are filled with 
5 3 which ſupport the Gele bility of the fact. 
The preternatural conception of the Meſſiah's 
bee by his mother Elizabeth, who had 
been barren till her old age, much beyond the 
time of child. bearing, according to the courſe of 
nature. The Evangeliſt informing us, that Za- 
charias and Elizabeth were both aged in their days x 
and that an Angel firft announced the preternatural 
conception to Zacharias, whilſt officiating in his 
prieſtly office, at the altar of incenſe; who him- 
ſelf was perſuaded, that his own advanced age 
as well as his wife's, forbad ſuch expectation. 
Luk. 4.18, That hiſtorian alſo affirms, it was 
the vory fame angel Gabriel, who announced to 
the virgin Mary her ſupernatural conception. v. 31. 
In e caſes he is repreſented as WW 
F ſides 
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ſides their ſex, the high Eee 0 Aer en 
of the two children. 0 


Upon Mary's viſit to Elizabeth, they are both 
9 inſpired, as to offer up praiſes to God for the 
honour done them, of the one being made the 
mother of the harbinger, and the other of his 
prince, the Meſſiah. Theſe gratulatory ſongs. of 
praiſe, St. Luke records, and alſo gives us an 
account of à multitude of angels who appeared 
to the ſhepherds, announcing to them the birth of 
the Meſſiah, aſcribing praiſes to God in the 
higheſt; after which he mentions the ſacrifice 
that was made in the temple, by which Mary's 
firſt-born was ſanctified to the Lord; immediately 
both Simeon and Anna upon ſeeing the infant 
Jeſus, utter ſongs of Praiſe, Es: a divine 
impulſe. -* 


Now when theſe concomitants of the ſuper- 
natural conception are well conſidered, and care- 
fully compared with the narrative, which St. Ma- 
thew has recorded of the angelic informations 
to Joſeph, Mary's eſpouſed huſband ; we are con- 
ſtrained either to give full credit to the fact, or 
elſe to reject theſe evangelical r as s fabu- 
lous and . ene ; I 


The argument might be üer el from the 
congruity or agreement which this ſupernatural 
conception has with the meaſures God had early 
taken to render the line of the promiſe conſpicuous : 
ſince it was by no other than a preternatural con- 
ception, that Iſaac the fon of the promiſe was 
given to Abraham, he having received him, as it 
were from the dead, when he was born of Sarah. 
See Heb. xi. 9. compare Gen. xvii. There was 


therefore a manifeſt agreement in the ſupernatural 
concep- 


of Teſus Chriſt, 83 
conception of the promiſed ſced; and not any 
thing of the leaſt difficulty, to a people well 
acquainted with the hiſtory of the father of their 
nation. Nay, even the apoſtle Paul has laid ſo great 
emphaſis upon Abraham's faith in the preternatural 


conception of Iſaac, that he: ſays, it was ac- 
counted o him for righteouſneſs. See. Rom. iv. 


0 
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| -cidlans as to the promiſe eren to CLE 155 
in his ſeed all the nations of the earth ſhould be bleſſed: 
Gen. xxil. 18, neither Jew nor Chriſtian, have 
with; any evidence, denied that this was to be 
applied to the Meſſiah, The ſor of Sirach ſo un- 
derſtood it, Who ſays, © becauſe Abraham was 
found faithful, God aſſured, him - by. an. oath, 
« that he would bleſs the nations in his ſeed.” 
Ecclus. xliv. 21. *And both St. Peter and Paul 
apply that promiſe: to — Chriſtians Lord, Acts 
iii. 23, 26. Gal. iii. 8. From theſe views of 
the Abrahamic covenant, the ſupernatural. concep- 
tion of Jeſus opens upon us with all the evidence 
of: certainty, as well as of congruity and propriety. 
me Luke i. 75. 


5 Neither yet collected 5 whole of the 
evideurt 1 for St. Paul is wont to ſpeak of the 
man Chriſt Jeſus, as having had a diſtinguiſhed 
formation. 80 he tells the Galatians, * that in 
4 the fulneſs of time, he was made of a woman.” 
Gal. iv. 4. And that in his humiliation, when he 
conſented to be diveſted of the miraculous powers 
conferred on him, and which wrought by him 

throughout his public miniſtrations, „ he was 
* then found in faſhion as a. FAN, ſeized by the 
ce hands of violence.” Phil. 8. To the Co- 
rinthians he is repreſented as ths ſecond Adam, 
becauſe he had no other father but God: and 
e * 11 bocar fe 
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becauſe of his ſuperiority to the firſt Adam, who 


was of the earth, earthy, he is ſaid to be the 


Lord from heaven, 1 Cor. xv. 4 45—50 com- 


Pare ver. 25, 


Let us now proceed to e the teſtimony 
of Jewiſh writers. And the above-mentioned 
Biſhop Chandler cites three or four Rabbies who 
ſay, that the birth of the Meſſiah muſt be extra- 
ordinary. | The Meſſiah is the ſeed that ſhall 
« come from another place, i. e. he ſhall have 


'< another principle of generation.“ Others fay, 


„ the birth of Chriſt alone ſhall-be without any 
4 defect; his birth ſhall not be like that of 
66 other creatures into the world; none ſhall know 


e his father before he tells it; the Redeemer 


ce that ſhall come ſhall be without a father,” And 
Rabbi Foſes ſays, on Pf, Ixxxv. 12, „ The gene- 


c“ ration of the Meſtiah ſhall be ſingular, and not 


4e Hke that of creatures generating in the world; 
"* none ſhall know the name of his father, till he 
5 comes to declare 1t*.” With which accounts the 


opinion of the Jews correſponds z z ſee John vii. oy: 


We cannot therefore wonder that ſeveral impoſtors 
ſhould pretend to have been born of virgins, © It 
« was thus that Simon Magus would haye it, 
* that his mother Rachel bore him whilſt a virgin, 
© and before fhe co-habited with her huſband 
cc Antony. And that Domitian, the ſon of Veſ- 
< patian, would be thought to have been the 
* ſon of Minerva.” So Virgil compliments 
Auguſtus, by telling him, „That the child of 
190 Which his wife was pregnant, would be the be- 
% loved ſon, and great e of Jopiter,” 


What- 
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9 * Biſhop Chandler 5 Deſigns, p. 3 37: 


Whatever then may or can be ſaid, theſe are 
open, full, undeniable evidences of the ſupernatural 
conception of Jeſus; and are in ſatisfactory proof 
of his having been born of a virgin. 


Should it, however, be objected, « that only 
tc two Evangeliſts mention the ſupernatural con- 


* ception ? ; 


I would anſwer, perhaps there is not one of 
the four evangelical hiſtorians, but what has ſundry 
narratives peculiar to his record. And we are 
well aſſured, that both St. Luke and St. John 
have many reports which are not found in the 
other Evangeliſts. But muſt we therefore reckon 
thoſe reports or narratives leſs credible ? Pray, 
who would part with the parable of the prodigal, 
_ becauſe only mentioned by one Evangeliſt ? Or, 
with the diſcourſes which our Lord had with 
Nicodemus, and the woman of Samaria? Who 
would give up the ſermon on the mount, becaule 
mentioned only by two? It is enqugh that we 
are ſatisfied theſe hiſtorians were divinely qualified 
for making their diſtinct written records: in this 
confidence, not one of them will loſe a whit 
of their great importance with us. 


Another argument might be alleged in favour 
of the evangelical account. given of this great 
event of the ſupernatural conception, and that 
is, had it been omitted, the hiſtory of our Lord's 
entrance into being would have been leſs complete 
and perfe& than that of many others ; inaſmuch 
as the hiſtorical records of ſeveral characters of 
old, ſuch as that of Iſaac, of Jacob, of Joſeph, 
Samſon and Samuel, were ſo diſtinguiſhing, as 
may be ſeen, Gen. xvii. 16, 17. Ch. xxy. 21. 


ch. xxx. 22, 23. Judges, 13th chapter, 1 Sam. 
F 3 1ſt chap- 
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iſt chapter; which five inſtances, were of children 
preternaturally given, in conſequence of a promiſe 


from God made to barren women. | Conſequently, 

there would have been a leſs perfect account of 
the origination of Jeſus Chriſt, than had been 
given of thoſe nated: characters. 


Ret let me notice a ſtrange opinion of a de- 
fender of revelation, Who would have it, * that 


* Jeſus Chriſt could not be a perfect man, if 


% not © begotten by an human father and mother, 


« jn the uſual ſenſe of the 1 Ju of * man, . 


" throughout the Sable? "111605 WHT cog 


We are ready to acknowledge, he was not the 
ſon of man, by ordinary generation, as other men 
are: but to ſay, that for this reaſon he could not 
be a perfect man, would be the ſame thing as to 


deny that either Adam was a perfect man, or 


Eve a perfect woman. However, the ſame 
gentleman tells us, „that Jeſus does ſo often 
«* call himſelf the ſon of man, in order to pre- 


% vent any idolatrous ideas and notions of him, 


« as 1t had been the wont of the pagan world to 
« 'deify their heroes.“ 


Upon which, I would thus reaſon; had it ni 
notorious that our Lord was the product of an 
ordinary generation, he muſt have had much leſs 
occaſion to guard the people againſt ſuch idola- 
trous notions, ' than he would upon his being the 


| offspring . a ſupernatural conception; ſince 


this 
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See the ſc:ipture account of the attributes and dur 
of God, and of the character and offices of us Chriſt, 
148. Printed for Noon, 1750. 
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this would furniſh a ' cogent reaſon for his ſo 
Sg mankind, againſt the idolatrous opinion. 


Thus 3 for the certainty 3 which the ap- 
plication of this prophecy i 18 made to the Meſſiah. 


We are ſecondly, to ſhew in what ſenſe the name 


Immanuel is applicable only to Jeſus Chriſt. —And 
the word, our tranſlators have rendered, God with 
us; but Eraſmus, perhaps with as much reaſon, 
has rendered it, God with him. And if that 
ſhould be the true ſenſe, we may conclude St. 
Peter had it in his eye, when he gave this account 
of Jeſus of Nazareth, that God anointed | him 
with power; who went about doing gpod, for, 


God was with him. Acts x. 38. ee x6 


RA 


the 8 of God was ſo. with. 1 that, — oa 
ever has ſeen him, has ſeen the F ather; ; i. e. he 
has ſeen, all that is to be ſeen of him, viz. all his 
truth and all his grace. And hence the name 
Immanuel is applicable to him, and to him only. 
And in fact, he has undoubtedly made the fulleſt 
and cleareſt revelation that ever was made of the 
will of God. In and by him God has made, or 
rather has finiſhed the ages *; in other words, has 
compleated the plan of his providence, and in 
him all the promiſes of God are accompliſhing, 

throughout the revolutions of time. 


| And moreover, as God has exalted him to the 
right hand of power, and made him the vital and 


governing head of his church; having given him 
F 4 a name 


— 
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88 On the ſupertatural Conception 
a name above every name ! by raiſing mankind 
to the hopes of eternal life under his admini- 
ſtration; from theſe high appointments we ſee 
the propriety. of applying to him the name In- 
MANUEL. 1 ee enen 


The before- mentioned Biſnop ſeems to me, 
to have widely miſtaken, when he imagines 
that Jaiab would be underſtood to ſay, that a 
ſon to be born of his wife ſhould be called by 
this name. For I can find in the text no ſon to 


be ſo called, but the ſon of a virgin; which could 


not be the fon of the prophet's wife. And I 
conclude, no other ſon of the prophet's is men- 
tioned but Shear-jaſbub, a child already born, and 
now in his arms. ee a 


There is a remarkable marginal reading of this 


meſſage Behold a virgin ſhall conceive, and 
« bear a ſon; and thou, O virgin, fhalt call his 


name Immanuel;” which is the language of a 
_ event, that could not relate to any ſon of 
alah's. : ot . 


We are in the next place, to point out the evil 
of Infidelity. The prophet ſays, Is it a ſmall 
« thing for you to weary men? but will you 
« weary my God alſo ?? Obſerve, the Hebrew 


word rendered weary, is tranſlated grieve, Job iv. 


2. and Prov. xxvi. 15*. And there muſt be 
| ſomething extremely diſpleaſing in the idea of 
a rational accountable creature obſtinately rejecting 
divine evidence; inaſmuch as a deplorable de- 
pravity is what obſtructs the mid-day light of 
truth. It even grieves and diſtreſſes a generous 


human 


4 — 
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* Vid. Taylor's Heb. Concord. No. 923. 
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human breaſt, to ſee a fellow- creature wilfully 
ſhutting his eyes, and ſtupidly refuſing the light 
of life; whatever may have been the motive that 
gave a” diſlike to the exerciſe of reaſon, and to 
the divine lead of truth and goodneſs. | 


Here we > might aptly remark, there are two 
demonſtrative evidences of a miſſion or meffage 
being from God, viz, prophecy and - miracles. 
Under paſt diſpenſations, I ſhould ſuppoſe, theſe 
have uſually been found in connexion. The pro- 
phets of old muſt have had a miracle-working 
power, preſent ſign or token, in order to excite 
attention, and ſecure credit to their predictions . 
It ſeems very plain that Iſaiah had fuch power, 
becauſe he bid Ahaz aſk a ſign either in the depth, 
or in the height above. Which ſurely he would 
not have done, unleſs he had been empowered: to 

gratify him. All the heralds of heaven had the 

badge of ſome divine ſigns, whereby. unpoſſefſed 
minds might eaſily diftinguiſh them from impoſtars, 
Spencer on Vue Proph. p. 6. 


Both propliey and miracle do bear reſtimony 
to this great event of Chriſt's ſupernatural for- 
mation. Witneſs the prediction, togrtiies with the 
preternatural conception of the harbinger; for Za- 
charias foretold he ſhould be ſtruck — as the 
ſign given him, and upon the fulfilment he 
inſtantly recoyered his ſpeech compare alſu che 

inſpiration of Elizabeth and Mary, with the 
aſtoniſhing circumſtances which did attend | their 
ſalutation 1 1 Now, when 9 has en ſuch 


2 
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* Which ſeems to have been always capediodfia the þ 
prophets, and always performed by them. See 22 
tons Examination of the Biſhop of London's Diſcourſes, 


&c. p. 41. 
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demonſtration of a fact, and taken every proper 


meaſure which infinite wiſdom and goodneſs could 
deviſe to convince and perſuade of its truth; 
an obſtinate refuſal of credit muſt be very offenſive 


in the eye of heaven. We conclude. therefore 


cy evil muſt be implied in n 


But this will be yet more apparent, view it is 
conſidered, that after all the raillery which un- 
believers have plentifully beſtowed upon the ſuper- 
natural conception, no more has yet been done 
than a diſplay made thereby of prejudice, concen, 
and vanity. For undoubtedly, there was in this 
event ſomething worthy the interpoſition of Al- 
mighty power; an aſtoniſhing; aptitude to con- 
vince and perſuade ; elſe it could have had no 
place in the divine ſcheme of manifeſtation. 


Farther, 


"There is, in fact, nothing to N to hs 
record : for not any thing more incredible can 
be in the ſupernatural formation of Chriſt, than 
there was either in the formation of the firſt man, 
or in that of the firſt woman; or in the ſeveral 
preternatural conceptions. So chat we, on the 
other hand, diſcover an amazing propriety in this 
diſtinguiſned formation, not only in fulfilment 


of prophecy, but in its ſo identifying the perſon 


of the promiſed Maſſiab, as that it is rendered 
utterly impoſſible the honeſt enquirer ſhould 


miſtake his perſon. Nay, even the truth and 


faithfulneſs, the wiſdom and goodneſs of God are 
made illuſtrious. in that ſupernatural formation.— 
Let no one then forget how the prophet has cen- 
ſured the crime of infidelity.—“ Is it a ſmall 
<« thing that ye _ men ? Will N n my 
« + God alſo? - 
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Some Reflections. 


10 There 1s a ſuperlative pleaſure in reading 
the ſeries of prophetic openings which have refe- 
rence to the Meſſiah promiſed from the beginning 
and yet it is deplorably faſhionable, to neglect and 
deſpiſe the written volume of God's word. Men 
are accuſtomed to think they are not at all obliged 
to conſult religiouſly the divine oracles : and even 
learn to perſuade themſelves} | theſe ſacred writings 
are of no importance. Various are the excuſes 

make, o quiet their own minds in this 
inaktention. Papiſt they ſee are not allowed to 
conſult eche holy. book. ” Protifamth who are poſ- 
ſeſſed of that privilege, do, great numbers of 
them, appear to be never the better for the liberty 
they "have; 3 many making no uſe of it; and 
not a few perverting and abuſing the manifeſt 
ſenſe of its ceachibiey "Nevertheleſs, thoſe records 
of ages, which heaven has intended for che bene- 
ficial i information of mankind; are of too great 
ſignifteance to be neglected with impunity. The 
oracular Ou: 5, '66 he that Tas ears, ler him 
66 hear.“ e 121 


} 
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0 what; but to /this contewpt of the divine 
oracles, can we attribute the ſhocking impiety, 
and atrocious | debauchery of the age! which 
has no taſte either for nen or 2 the 
will of God! eb 3G 


II. I 9 — * Rois the Apia 
conception of Jeſus, that the honour done to his 
mother, was not in conſequence of any perſonal 
merit; and cannot entitle her to any homage 
from mankind. There is no reaſon to doubt 

either 
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either of her innocence, or virtue; ſhe appears 
to have been truly pigus. But though ſhe was 
the mother of Jeſus, that gave her no more 
intereſt in the Goſpel- ſalvation than any others 
had, who were but as careful to do the will of 
God as ſhe was. This we may fairly infer from 
Math. xii. 50. MWhoſeever ſhall da the will of 
my Father, — the ſame is my brother, and {iſter, 
and mother. 8 


III. It ſhould appear from our Lord's ſuper- 
natural formation, that he had no prior exiſtence. 
All ancient prophecy ſpeaks of him, as not yet 


having had any exiſtence ;' but always as he that 


wes to come. And St, Paul ſays, it was in the 
* fulne/s of time, that he was made of a woman.“ 


Some leud minds, I would here obſerve, have 


ſpoken with great levity on the declaration of the 
angel to Mary, „that the Holy Spirit ſhould 
come upon her, and the power of the higheſt 
“ fHould over-ſhadow her.” — But this angelic 
account of the ſupernatural formation af Jeſus, 
is in perfect agreement with the Moſaic repreſen- 
tation of the Spirit of God moving upon the 
face of the waters; and with the evangelic 
narration of its hovering over Jeſus, at his baptiſm. 
The Hebrew word rabhagh, ſignifies to move, 
or agitate; as in Geneſis, ch. i. 2. BuxTORF 
ſays, it alludes to the fluttering motion of the 
eagle's wings, when ſhe would excite her young 
to fly. It evidently denotes, in St. Luke's account, 
a like exertion of the ſame creative power, that 
moved upon the chaotic waters, That fine de- 
finition given by St. Paul of the creation of this 

1 15 ibo nt 5 ſyſtem, 
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See the argument againſt the pre- exiſtence, in the true 
New Teftament doctrine of Feſus Chriſt conſidered. 
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Stein, is here applicable, viz, The worlds; were 

„ framed by the word of God, fo that things 
« which are ſeen were not made of things which 
do appear.” Juſt ſo was the origination of Jeſus, 
in Mary's fupernataral conception of him; which 


forbids our ſuppoſing any Prior exiſtence *, 5 


IV. From hence we conchude his divine _ 
rafter and miſſion; and alſo that the meſſage he 
delivered mult be of the greateſt importance to 
mankind. It is not ſuppoſable that ſuch an ap- 
paratus of prophecy and miracle, ſhoyld be without 
a deſign and end worthy of the adorgble governor 
of umverſal nature, — deſerving the religious 


attention of mankind. The 22 which he 


has made of the will of God, gives the reaſon 
of his being ſtiled Immanuel : for as it is the moſt 

perfect, fo it muſt be the laft revelarion which 
Tall ever be made to this world of ours. And 
becauſe of this revelation, he is ſaid to have ſhewn 

us the Father: and is alſo repreſented as the 
| brightneſs of the Father's glory, and the expick 
image or ner of his ine es 


But fo prevent miſtake, though he 4 is 3 
ſtiled Immanuel, not only from the revelation 
he has made of the mind and will of God, but 
as being conſtituted. head over all things to the 
ctirch of God; yet we are not to conceive of 
him as really und truly God. This he cannot 
be; becauſe God by hi ſpiric or power formed 
or made him of a woman, But whatever God 
has made, muſt be a creuture. Whereas the 
one living and true God, is not capable of the 
ſnadow of change; and the idea of his becoming 


an 
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See more on this ſubject in the Appendix, 
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an infant, is, beyond meaſurepſhocking ! Tertullian 
ſaid, © he would not believe that the ſovereign 
6 God deſcended into the womb of a woman, 
„though even the ſcripture itſelf ſhould: affirm 
% it:“ And we find our Lord, throughout his mi- 
niſtrations, conſtantly declaring; that the words he 
ſpake, and the works he wrought, were not by his 
_-own ſpirit or power; but gen io of his Aber 
who ſent him 5517 Cllr Þ 319 


= A ene 36 ad fon 
Laſiy, we cannot * lern — 1 an 
indiſpenſable: obligation to reverence Jeſus as the 
ſent of God, by conforming; ourſelves. religiouſly 
to thoſe divine. {oftra@ions which he has — 
to us in the New Teſtament canon. — It is allowed, 
that we may highly entertain ourſelves, and take 
a refined pleaſure in reading the amazing book of 
nature! We may take much delight in conſulting 
the hiſtorical volume of providence. We may 
reap much advantage from converſing witir the 
writings! of inquiſitive men, and dart con he 
information from their experimental nowitdge 
Not a little is to be learnt from ee made 
by phfoſophic minds, who have, with great ſtudy 
and much accuracy, inveſtigated nature's laws, 
and taken a comparatively extenſive view of her 
latent treaſures.—But, after all theſe laborious 
and entertaining reſearches, ,,we. are conſtrained 
to own, with admiration,” that there are no ſuch 
Tiches of divine wiſdom and knowledge, to be 
any where found, as in the teachings of Jeſus. 
For, ' verily, by him, God has abounded towards 
us in all wiſdom and prudence] his rah; 
55 the ky of: life, of eri life! 
| How 
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* See Platoniſm unveiled : Part 1. p- 8. 
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How aptly then did an apoſtle ſay, ce whoſoever 
« ſhall confeſs that Jeſus is the ſon of God— 


« God dwelleth in him, and he in God—for this 
ce js the record, that God hath given to us eternal 


c life, and this life is in his ſon. He that hath 


« the ſon, hath life; but he that bath not the 


&« ſon of God, hath not life.” 
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APPENDIX, 
LETTER addreſſed to the ARIANS: 
8 by a late Publication of 


Mr. MARTIN ToukINs“s Reply 
r © 


Dr. LARDNRRꝰs Letter on the Loos: 


Fellow Chriſtians, 


J bei with obſerving to you, that what Me. 
1 Tomkins has advanced concerning the Logos; 
or that word of power by which God created the 
heavens and the earth, becoming the foul of the 
man Chriſt Jeſus, appears to me to be very wide 
from the truth, and far from being defenſible on 
any ſolid grounds. The idea of reducing an im- 
menſity of preſence and power, an unqueſtionable 
divinity to the embrio-ſtate, or to the narrow con- 
finement of an infant human body, is, I frankly con- 
feſs, beyond the utmoſt reach of my conceptions. 
Nor do I apprehend, that this idea has the leaſt 
analogy or agreement, with any one image the 
mind of man can form, from comparing any 
manifeſtation God has made of himſelf, in his 
works, ways, or word, Indeed, it ſeems to 
ſtand in contradiction to truth, reaſon, nature, 
and revelation; for we are well aſſured, that the 
wiſe Creator has eſtabliſned a ſpecific difference 
in the various orders of beings he has formed; 


and therefore cannot inform and actuate a real 
G2 human 
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human body by the ſpirit of an angel, any more 
than by the ſpirit of an animal of the loweſt 
order; foraſmuch as this would deſtroy that 


ſpecific difference which he has invariably eſta- 
bliſhed throughout all his works. | 


Mr. T. bbſerves, that if it ſhould be made 
« appear that the death of Chriſt carries in it 
an utter inconſciouſneſs, he ſhould make no 
e {cruple of ſuppoſing, that the Lagos was for 
<«< that time in a ſtate of unconſciouſneſs.” Had 
he ſaid no more than this, in defence of the 
Arian Hypotheſis, my mind would have revolted; 
ſince I cannot ſuppole it agreeable to the divine 
conſtitutions, that God's well-beloved ſon, who, 
throughout his miniſtrations, had ſuſtained the 
form of God, and at their finiſhing had commended 
his on ſpirit to him, ſhould be reduced, even 
in hades, to à ſtate of inconſciouſneſs. If my 
ideas are right, a ſincere habitual conformity 
to the will of God, is a life- principle in man, 
which death cannot injure: much leſs could it 
render inconſcious the ſinleſs, the perfectly obedient 
ſoul of Jeſus, the brighteſt image of the Father's 
glory! At the fame time, it would greatly increaſe 
the difficulties of the Arian Hypotheſis, by its 
ſuppoſing the Logos, an agent by which God made 
the worlds] reducible to a ſtate of inconlcious 
exiſtence, were it but for a ſingle moment. 
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As anaccountably does Mr. Tomkins ſpeak of 
Chriſt's agony in the garden, and complaint on 
the croſs. — His words are theſe,.— “ It is pro- 
e bable that the devil, in the temptations re- 
„ corded, took him, as 1 may ſay, at the greateſt 
66 advantage, when the circumſtances he was in, 
« made him more liable to the impreſſions of 
<« things then propoſed to him,” This, aſſuredly, 
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is a very ſtrange account of the matter. And he 
might have been much better informed from the 
mouth of Jeſus, who, in the eve of his ſufferings, 
ſaid, „be prince of this world cometh, and hath 
nothing in me. So far from taking any advantage 
of him, the prince of this world, whom Mr. 
T. calls the devil, when he came, could make 
no impreſſion at all upon him.—Neither do I 
think our bleſſed Lord made any complaint whilſt 
he hung on the croſs. He indeed appeals to 
God, 2s his God, from the revilings of the chief 
prieſts, in proof of his knowing that God had 
not forſaken him. Eli, Eli, Lama Sabachthani. 


Mr. T. comments thus on Phil. ii. 6, 7, 8. 
« Our Lord took the form of a ſervant, in his 
ce being made in the likeneſs of man.” Ev ouorwps 
cFporrov yevomeves, This is not intelligible, for 
unleſs ke made himſelf, and made himſelf too in 
that likeneſs, there is no propriety in ſaying, be 
took upon him that form. Whereas one may eaſily 
- conceive of his being made truly man, like to 
his brethren; and in that true humanity, we 
can conſider him as conſenting to take upon him 
the form of a ſervant; and allo as willingly ſub- 
mitting to be treated as a criminal, ſuffering the 
ignominious death of a Roman ſlave, in his cru- 
cifixion.— But then, it is not poſſible we ſhould 
conceive of any being God ever created, as either 
aſſenting or conſenting to his formation. This 
would be to ſuppoſe the creature's exiſtence prior 
to itſelf. Neither can it be any mark of humi- 
liation, or an expreſſion of a creature's humility, 
to be made what it is. One might farther argue, 
that to be made in the likeneſs of man, 1s no 
proof of his having the form of a ſervant, in the 
. humiliating ſenſe, it we can believe either Moſes, 
or St. Paul, Moſes favs, God made man in his 
nw Þ Lo: own 
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own image, after his own likeneſs, and gave 


him dominion. Gen. i. 26. And St. Paul ſays, 
that man is the image and glory of God! 1 
Cor. xi. 7. 19 8 


My ſurprize is not in the leaſt abated, by that 
worthy man (whom I loved) thus expreſſing his 


ideas of the exalted -Jeſus,—* he is now con- 


« ſidered, not as in a ſtate of ſubjection even to 
«me father; but as inveſted with ſupreme autho- 
ce rity, deputed indeed, but, as it ſhould ſeem, 
< not under direction, neither i is he accountable.” 
If this can be juſtly ſaid of the man Chriſt Jeſus, I 


muſt own a total ignorance of all firſt principles 


which concern' the law of relation; as well as of 
all thoſe repreſentations made of him by apoſtles. 
In the ' reaſon and nature of things, by the 
laws of immutable eternal truth, all beings that 
are originated muſt be dependent, none can have 
independence but the one God, who has none 
beſides him. Again, Chriſt's inveſtiture with 
ſupreme power from the F ather, undoubtedly 
infers his dependence. He 1s only capable of 
performing the functions of his high office, by 
virtue of God's preſence with him. For it is 
God's throne at the right hand of which the 
Father hath placed him. Heb. xii. 2.— 


As to that phraſe, 1 Cor. xv. 28. Then ſhall 
the ſon himſelf alſo be ſubject, this no way proves 
he is not under direction, nor accountable, during 
his mediatoria] adminiſtration, or that he is any 
other than the Shechinah of God, inveſted with the 
Father's glory, See Matth. xvi. 27. Mar. viii. 38. 
At the end of which adminiſtration, he 
ſhall deliver up the kingdom to the Father, that 
God may be all in all. Or, it may perhaps be 
underſtood of the children of the kingdom being 
pre- 
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_ preſented to the Father, as an heave-offering, 
after they have been with him to behold the glory 
which the Father hath given him. Joh. xvii. 24. 
But does not St, Paul ſay, that the name given 
him above every name, to which every- knee 
hall bow, and every tongue confeſs him Lord, 
ſhall be to the glory of God the Father ? And if fo, 
is there not an end to which he is to conduct his 
government? A full proof that he is neither 
without direction, nor in a ſtate of non- ſubjection. 
Indeed Mr. T. owns he is a deputy—deputed in- 
deed : But who of mankind ever had an idea of 
a deputy, that was neither under direction, nor 


accountable? 


I ſhall only notice another text, about which 
mode of expreſſion Mr. T. is extremely ſanguine, 
and 1s [confident it clearly determines the pre- 
exiſtence of Chriſt, and that is, John xvi. 28. 
1 came forth from the Father, and am come into the 
world: again I leave the world, and go to the 
Father. He lays much ſtreſs on the [Taaw apps] 
I have the pleaſure of obſerving, that an ingenious 
writer has ſhewn * the word here rendered world, 
is to be conſidered only as a ſcene of buſineſs, 
exerciſe and trial; he ſupports this ſenſe, by 
John xiv. 19. xv. 18. Xvill. 9, and 18. 1 John 
il. 1. I would add, John xvii. 37. For 
ce this end was I born, and for this cauſe came 
. inio the world, that I might bear witneſs to 
« the truth ;” where, coming into the world, 
manifeſtly ſignifies, his entring on public buſineſs, _ 
as the great prophet of God, to reveal his will 


to mankind, 
The 
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The above text will then read thus, T came 
forth from the Father, i. e. I had my divine 
-credentials from him ;—and am come into the world ; 
i. e. have engaged in a ſcenery of buſineſs, exerciſe 
and trial. — Again I leave the world, and go to 
the Father. This literally and exactly agrees with 
what he had ſaid, verſes 16, 17. A little 
„ while and ye ſhall- not ſee e 120 again a 
*< little while and ye ſhall ſee me, becauſe I go 
% to the Father.” Accordingly, he left them 
and all the ſcenery of buſineſs when he was 
crucified, and went into hades for part of three 
days; during which little while they ſaw him not. 
And again they ſhould ſee him for a little while, 
i. e. during the forty days he converſed with 
them, and more fully inſtructed them in things 
Pertaining to the kingdom of God, —after which 
he left them a ſecond time ta go to the Father. 
[Theſe are the two leavings of the world, conſidered 
as a ſcene of buſineſs. And every one may fee, 
that his coming forth from the Father, has the moſt 


from him, by which he was qualified for coming 
anto the world, and diſpatching the buſineſs of 
his public miniſtry. Here is a "natural and eaſy 
ſenſe of that declaration, but no intimation at 
all of his pre-exiftence. At leaſt, this is the 
opinion of one unattached to any ſyſtem, but 
f of reaſon and revelation. 
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important meaning, of his receiving his credentials 
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